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for his ReſpeRt and Friendfhir for your: 
Lordihip, whom I have heard tay more in, 

r Praiſe, my. Lox D,. 
rude Pen 


confelles 3 it the” he 
from the farrious Vanddle, A 'Dutth+ 
if might fig 


Frere or Plaafire: to mie Reade 
and ſo has mate this} aps, tho? only's- 
Copy , better than the Original; If the 
Author and Tranſlator: have benn that 


may meet your Lordfh 
Pm confident they will 


t have too: 
here, my. Lozxo, 
the moſt fivece Influence of my Stars, 
that deny me Merit enough to | 
_ Butas £ eaven looks with an 


ſo T hope ſo very fair a Copy of 
- great Original, will .me, when. I 
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_ Hiſtory of C Oracles. 


'O T long fince there fall into 

| Hands > 4 Pos Book written 4 
W Latin, de Oraculis Ethnicorum, 
| ©. or of rhe Heathen Oracles, come 
doſed by Mr. Van-Dale, Doitor of - Phyſich, 
and printed. in Holland, in:which 1 'found 
that the Author has frenuouſl ON. 
commonly received Opinion, That the anci- 
ent Oracles were delivered by Demons, and 
_ that they ceaſed wholly at the: of 
Jz=sus CnxisT. The whole Work: ap« 


peared fo me to be full of Kewicas in Anti- 


ity and profound Learning : gave 
ts e it, that the 


me 4 great Curioſity to: Tranſlat 


Ladies end thoſe Gentlemen, who do not much 


care to real Latin, 


ht not be de prived © 
ſo PRI ol Ry 


4 Diſcourſe. Bat I 
reflett- 


od ufefa 


PREFACE. 
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 Fefleled, that 4 Tranſlation of "this Book | 


(rho* excellent "in its" at) would not 
fo good, if too cloſely turned into French: 
For My. Van-Dale wrote only for the Learn- 
ed, and had reaſon to neglet# thoſe Orne- | 
ments and Softneſſes- which They do: not e - 


" 
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fteem ;, he cites a great number of Paſſages 
wery faithfully, and his Verſions are wonder- 
ful exatt when he Tranſlates from the Greek; _ 
he enters alſq into a Diſcuſſion of many Points _ 
of Criticiſm, which, tho they are not always 
neceſſary, yet they are always curious; and 
this he does, to gratifie the Learned, who care - 
little for flouriſhing Reflefttions, Diſcourſes + 
of Morality, or pleaſant Wit. Ex 
| Beſides, Mr. Van-Dale makes no difficelty 
very often to interrupt the Thread of his Diſ= © 
courſe, and to introduce other things which 


not be © 


preſent themſelves : And from one Digreſſt» | 
on he ſometimes paſſes to another, . and ſo per- _ 


haps to-a third. And herein he does not a« | 
miſs, ſince thoſe for whom he writes, are fit _ 
ted for the Fatigue of Reading, and this' 

learned Diſorder does not at all embaraff or 
perplex them. But thoſe, for whom T aeſign' 
this Tranſlation, would have been yery ill ace' _ 
commoaated, if T had taken this Method: The 
dies, and the major part of the Men of this ' 
Country, are indeed more pleaſed with the — 
Graces and Turns of Exprefion and Thought. 
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| ad Icon vo 20 Haw. can mapa fr this 
| Liberty fon er than 1. have done; for T 
| have chang ed the 'whole Diſpoſition of the 
Book, and yah retrenched whatever appeared 
fo me, either of too little Profit in 1s ſelf 
or of too little Pleaſure to make amends for. 
that little Profit. T have not oh 4aded all 
the Ornaments 1 could think 6 but many 
thinss which: prove or clear up what is in 
- queſtion upon the ſame Subjett, and rhe ſame 
Pa ages, which Mr. Van-Dale furniſhed me 
| NNGs I argae ſometimts in 4 manner con- 
_ trary to his, y: T have wot bees ſcrupulous 
to inſert many Reaſons w own : In 
fine, I have new ca#t aud modelled the whole = 
Work, end have put it into the ſame Order. 
45 I ſhould have done at al p44 (to have pleaſed 
wy p es View) had I had ſo much 
hots as My. Van-Dale ; but, ſince I am fo 
from it, I have borrowed his Learni; 1, and 
wentured t0 make uſe of of my own Wit and 


Fancy, 
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Faxcy; (ſuch '\as it '3s,) to adorn 'it.: Nor 
ſhould I have faiPdirs have 
 thod, had Thad to- ori t _ 
as he had.” And if it ſball 
comes to his Know e, The 
don the Liberty taken, 
ſerve to ſhow. ;y Excellency of 
For certainly what belongs to him, will fell Yd | 
appear extremely fine, though it have Poſſe 


through my Hays. | 
'1 have lately" learntd two things, which | 
 haye Relation to this Book : "The fir## our 
' #0: we Of the Trafts called * Nouvelles, 
Month of ' '&c, or, News from the Common. 
Ti, 1086+ wealth 'of Letters," which is, that - 
My. Mzbius, 'Chief of the Profeſſors of Di. 
vinity at Lei pſi ick, has undertakento confute © 
Mr. Van- Dale. | He acknowledges imaeed, 
that Oracles did not ceaſe at the Coming of 
J=sus CurtsT, (which will be indifpu-. 
Fable when we ſhall have examined that Que- 
ftion;) but he will by no means yield, that © 
Dxmons were 'not the Authors of Oracles. 
So that he himſelf makes a very con frderable 
Invaſion on the common Opinion, in allowing 
Oracles to extend themſelves beyond the time 
of the Coming "of Ctt%15T ; audit will be 
« arext Argument that they were avt delivered 
by Detrions, bat by the Chears of the Priefts, - 


| if the Son of Gus aid not ſilence them. *Tus 
116 


' ſame Perſons 
peers 
"him to par-. 


ſhed: bis Me. | 
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ertain, Wyo ator ro the Shot Aeerp tan 
tion of theſe two Notions, "what deftroys the 


one extremely" ſhakes the ther, or rather 
quite rains'#t: And this perhaps,” after the 
reading of this Book, wil be readily ect 
leaged ro be jo. 
- Bit what is more —— i, that I 
found i in the ſame Book, that one of Mr. Mz- 
bius's fronge#. Reaſons 4 ain# Mr. Vat- 
Dale, was, that G o'Þ forbad the Tfraelites 
fo conſult Wizards and the Spirits of Py- 
thon, whence he concludes rhat Þorhon, 7 at 
& t0 ſay the Dx#mons, managed the Oracles, 
and that it was 'by their Aid that the Gho#- 
- 6: amuel was made to appear. Mr. Vans 
le may anſwer what he plea Bw but Vee 
part, I declare, that under 7 4 
Paola, I do not pretend fo Cas 
gick :. In which it i not to be aj, ted bat 
that Dzmons are concerned; nor is 3t com- 
prehended in what we commonly underſtand 
by the word" [Oracle] not even according to 
the, Sence of the ancient. Heathens, who op 
one ſide r Jed Oracles with Reſpett, as « 
o's of f their Religion , and 08 the other 
Hand had 4 Horror for Magick, «s well ac 
we. To go and conſult a.Ne <cFOmancer, . or 
ſome W, Itch of Theſf ly, Lhe Erifto in Lu- 
Can, was not called, g, 2 t0 41 Oracle; and 
if we mark it, this Diſtruttion is true, even 
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according to rhe common Opinio which of 7 


"Der 
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firms that Oracles ceaſed 


CHRIST, and get no. May tan pretend that. 
Magick then ceaſed. So that the Objetion of 
My. Mzbius makes nothing againit me, if 
he take-the word [Oracle] in its ordinary. 
«1:4 natural Signification, as well angient as 
muaern. | 


"The ſecond thing. I hawe to ſpeak of is, | 


that I am advertiſed that the reverend Father 


Thomaſin, a Prie# of the Oratory, famous far . 


Jomany excellent Books, wherein he has joyned_ 
ſolid Piety ro profound Learning, has taken + 
from this Book the Honour of fir#t broaching © 
chis Paradox, by treating .Oracles as meer © _ 
Kyavery (in his Book cated, The Method 
of Study, and of Teaching the Poets to 
Chriſtian Children.) T confeſs I was # lit». . 
ile troubled at this, but I pacified my ſelf with iy 
| reading the twenty firit Chapter of the elte 
penth Book of this Method, where I found _ 
nothing relating to my Opinion, ſave only 
that in the nineteenth Article, there ave 4 
very few words to the following Sence : The _ 
true Reaſon (ſays he) why filence was 
impoſed on Oraeles, was, becauſe by the 
Invocation of the Divine Word, truth has 
enlightned the World, and ſpread abroad. 
abundance of Light far different from what 
was before, by which Mea are ara 


| Bea : ; and the teſt part of Ora 
Beall, and the greateſt pai whe 
by Men deceived. one another with = 
ary. ago ug NR _ wo 
in were. Urac 1n.,W 

the Devil ſpoke .the of the Iatar- 
nate Truth emned- ather of Lies 


the. 
to an eternal Silence. - *Tis however very 
certain hat Demon; were onfialt when. 
ever Men had recourſe to Ir 
and Magick as. Luc 


H64, reports. 'of Fong 
the Younger, and as the Scripture affures 
us concerning Sasl. T agree th f in. 
great Treatiſe, which mentions © 
; the by (and that without eny De ” 3 
fe arching into the __ of the Matter ) tt is 
enough ro attribute the ma## part of Oracles 
30 the Contrivances and Decorrs of Men, and 
t0 a 4 Queſtion whether there were any of 
them at all, in which Demons were concerned, 
and to allow the Dzmons »o farther Imploy- 
ment than comes within the compaſs of Incane 
tations aud Magick ; and, in fine, to-prove 
rhat Oracles ceas'd, not becauſe the Son 
God impoſed $ Hence on "em, all of a ſudden, 
but becauſe the moit enlightned Wits wero 
diſabuſed by the Publication of the Goſpel : 


Which fill ſuppoſes rhat thoſe Haman Arti- 
| fees 


in ſo few words ought to be Yreated of -a-new, 
ard that in all its natural Extent, without 


for *tus parvrg in Great, what the World has © 


pw Pub ok, 
s conld' not be deteffed in_ 4 tHe time, | 
wever in my Opinion « Queſtion decided 


hitherto ſeen but only in Little ; and fo in lit- | 


the, that its Objetts are ſeance preceptible: 
I know not whether it be permitted me t0 


enlarge my Preface, by making 4 ſhort Obſer-" | 
wation upon the Stile I ſhalt"aſe, which i fa- 
miliay, and after the manner of Converſing: 
And I imagine that I entertain my Reader ſo 
wuch the more pleaſingly, becauſe I mait, as | 
it were, diſpute with hits : And the Matter 
which F have in Hand, being often capable © 
enough. of being turned into Ridicule, enge- 
ged'me in a Manner of Writing far different | 
from that of Sablime ; ſince Tam of Opinion |. 
that none ought to write loftily, but hethat 


£ 
«7 


\ 


writes in Defence of himſelf, it i ſo little i 


rratural, © T confeſs, that the low Stile #s yet © 
| ſomething worſe, but there is a Medium of a 


wery great Latitude; yet "tis mizhty hard ts 
rake that Pitch which is neceſſary, apd to keep 
ſteady 107, | * . 
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wt is-not at al A; that. P 
thov'&have ſo much- roudly 4 in” fy | 
Secrets of - Nature:; 
hidden that *ts.r 
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Trick and Artifice of the Heathen Priefts, 0 or |- 
not, and at what time. they ceas'd, Where lies | 
the Difficulty ? Cannot we fag icny ſed Tow "It. 
every Day, imagine y 
have been Deceivers, + ff But 8 
cially when the Ns matter turns upon the}. 
time. whenOraclys 'v« I 


ficulty be? = "Be | 5. 0 | 
of Oracles ;, fetus ſee therefore in what time, '}. 


or in what Ape the hſt Oracles, of which we 1]. 
have-any knowledge, were deliver'd. - 2 
\ Man PE» ſling ty ſuffer the Deci 


mingle their dwn Prout 


ſo create greater Perplexities than are : natural- 7 'B 
ly found therein 5 ;and thoſe Scruples, which | [- E 
oo —_—_ WS). LONG _ moſt x Lo o.mg-"} 


ian n bs by 
por ogy we.our Kee have prong t is in hs. 7 Y 
own Nature, a matter of Religiqq among : * 
Pagans, and become ſo, without any Necellity | 
amongſt Chriſtians,and on both ſides it is loads I» Uh jp 
ed with Prejudices which obſture the, clearelt ' 
'Traths. - £ EY. - 
_ confeſs. that Prejudices ae: _ in then || 
ſelves. common to a true'aswell as a falſe Rel. 7 | 
gion ; for they reign chiefly in the falſe, which | 
15: only. the Contrivance of/ Humane Wat" 1 
ir the true (which/is the Production part God 
alone): there wou'd none beever found, if:Hlu- | 
mane-Wit cou'd be prevented from intermeds 
ling and\mixing ſomething of its own with red. 
for all its new Inventions are but: Preju 
without ground, and it is not able to _ any 
| bing | 
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mitted them ſo todo. NV 
to, inquire whether they hg 
not. | Ds 
*Tis only then ; Ks p 
_ diſpute ; 1 Is. Matter « of 
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_ Holy Scrh P tures. do. phi _—_ us any. 
that Oracles werg deliver'd 
therefore we are at liberty t 
we will take in this. matte; 
number of thoſe things th 
dom has thought fit to leave to;our own Deci- . 
fon. 

New it is agreed an. by the whole World, 
that there was ſomething ſupernatural in Ore. 
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Taſte of what the reſt were: il 
All the World knows whgt ha pena tot 
Pilot Thamu : Yis Ship we one Event 1g 
near certain Iſlands in the '« . tf 
"Winds .were - huſtfd,.on-.a-fadden,-and - 
Waves ceas'd their motion; all Fe Flags r 
were awake, and the greateſt part of *em pale? 
ſing their time in drinking-one with' another, # 
when on a ſudden they heard a Voice; 'w which. 7 
came frory the Iſlands, and call'd -aloud,'.Thes" 
mus, Thamus ſuffer'd himſelf to be call'd thr 
before he rettrn'd an_Anſwer; and thin 9 
Voice commanded him, that when he did a 
riye at a certain place, he ſhould cry © 
That the great Pan was dead. There was no 
Man in the Ship who was not IEG, withk 

nd yore at 1 eſe Words 3 


mall 
| the Ship with Thamus when this 
an... 


py 


Jargs.) Extent, and the King puff 

- Pride at his Snceeſs and Prof DERtY y 
| - Oracle of of Sergps, and thus he ſpake to 5 
| that art thi 70d of Fire, _ who 
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| Pole 5 ſe 


_ Tz; 
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Pricft :) interrogate me #6 po eg 


Father bs only Son, nor "the 


Soul 0 all things : Lk b/7 5 thy Spire that | | 
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for ever Pom theſe Abodes.” - boy 
Auguſtine, now grown old, and Ee 

rm eag Tgningto chuſe a Succeſſor, went'tq 
Cedroms.  Confjilt the Oracle 'of Delphos, The e 
-._* Oracle returned. no Anſwer, ; alth PI 
Auguſtus ſpared go Sacrifice; ; but in the end he l © 
drew from. it this following : 2 Be 
The Hebrew Infant, to whom all t ay 
Obedience , chaſes me hence and fends me into He it 
Therefore quir | trad T0: without Fran ay 
more, 
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God had choſen his People ont. of. the Jes ; 
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World” to Demons till the coming, of his Spy ; 
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fantly at the. end. of; 
' learned Germs, that. 
Prod ET oy 
xeport, that of a_.UN 
of ſehen; Years. old, -dropp'd- ut, 
I * that one; of Gold.came came in the Place of one 
of -his great. Teetb.. -: 
* in thay Univerlity 6c. 
x: « the Year 1595, the Hiſt 
« 2nd pretends that it was. partly natural, 
** partly:miraculous; and-thatit was ſent from 
' ©. God- to (this Infant, i9. opatert the. Chri- 
< ſtians who-were then affiited.by the T 
Naow'fanſie to-your ſelf. what a;Conſo 
| "this was, and what this Tooth could ſgnifis, 
either 
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reaſan” why places under di on ve bor ky in't 

Winter and-cool tn-the Sumner”; and'Sreat 

Phyſicians have ſince-diſct rerd-that- they a 
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tray” p 
and our Myſteriesare es ſo plainly ww 
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an Effect. of the Divine Providence could have 
. ſeparated the Truth from fo many mo 
Works, as confounded it. 

Some great Men of the Church have ſome- 
Limes been deceived either by the ſpurio rions'® 
Works of Hereticks Cretheres, upon the iy 
thedox, or by what the Chriſtians father = 
the Jews ; but ofteneſt by the latter. For 
ſeldom examine ſtriftly enongh that w 
ſeems favourable to Religion ; the Heat: with 
which they conteſt for {o good a Cauſe, not 
giving them the leiſure to make a good Choice: | 
of their Weapons. . This is the reaſon that” 
they have hapned ſometimes to make uſe of the. ; 
Books of the S:byls, or of thoſe of Hermes Ti oe | 
megiſius, King 0 "Ep 

Wedo not intend by this to weaken the Aus - ;S 
thority, or to leſſen the Merit of. thoſe great” - 
"Men. For after. we ſhall have examin'd all the 
Errors, ( into which pethaps they have fallen 
an ſome certain Subjes,) 23 will yet re- : 
main abundance of ſolid Reaſonings, and very -. 
curious Diſcoveries, which are worthy of-our 


hight ; 


\. ſtory 


Sf the 8ahyl, "and thoſe of oines 75 ſlurs. 
= | alſo p y the: Authors of theſe Gries 
. cles; at Jeſt "it was more eaſie to fei; a them, 
.. than mad Sy hors war His- 

Thamus 1s originally Heathen, a oe 
Enſebins and other great Authors have given it. 
the Repntatiqn of being beliey'd.. It is immes 
diately followed in Plutarch with a Relation ſo. + 
ridiculous, that it will be ſufficient wholly to 
diſcredit the es For Demetrius ſays —_ 
that the moſt part of the” Iſlands near Exglend 
are deſert, niecrated to Demons and He- 
roes 3 and that be, - zeing ſcat by the Emperor 
to diſcover theſe Ilanids, "chanced ts land upon 
one of thoſe that were  peopled, and' that,-a 
little time after his-arrival, there happen'd a 
Tempeſt and terrible Claps of Thunder and 
. Lightning, which made the People' of the 
| Country conclude that ſome one of their Prin- 
cipal Demons was dead ; becauſe their Deaths 
were always attended with ſomething 
and horrible. To this Demetrius adds, That 
one of thoſe Iſlands was the Priſon of Saturn, 
who was _ there by”: Ts and was _ 

| ” 


- edinap rofoiged Sleep. (which; methinks tonids * | 
Fompeeg with-an infinite-number-of De- _ 


. to:ſee-ſuch a Philoſo 
- without reaſon that Herodotus 1s eſteemed the 
- of that kind are on that accouat his Off-ſpring,. * 


and partake of his Genius. - They erat/Eip Nee, 


_ Thamus (tho? it- had/no. other DefeQ) to. have. 


[3 
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_ that was acknowledg'd in Arcadia for Sopry 


4 p 
— _—_ 
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render the Cuſtody of the Giant very 


ons lying at- his feet as Slaves. + OY 

; Has not Demerrins made. a very: curious Re | \ 
tio of this Voyage ? And is it:not. plea ant. 
her..as Plutarch coldly TC- 
late tous ſuch wonderful things ? It--is. rs : 


Father of Hiſtory:;, and.all the Greek-W riters , 


what of.;Truth, but- more of  wond 
amuſing Stories. "But let-it be how it will, it | 
were-ſufficient almoſt to. refute the Hiſtory a6: 


been found-in the ſame Treatiſe with the De- - 
mons of Demetrins.. 
- But beſides this,- it caunot receive A. reaſons- as 
ble Interpretation. For if the great. God. Fan 
were a Demon, could notithe Demons have ſent. 


' one another an Account of one of their. Deaths, E 


without employing Thamwsto that end ?. Hi 
they no other way of informing, one. anot 
of News ?.,And, on. the other fide, can they 
be ſo. imprudent. as to-diſcover--to 'Men-th ir. 
Misfortunes; and the: Weakneſs of their. Na- 
tures ? God' compelÞ'd em, perhaps,. you; will 
ſay. Then God had ſome deſign 10 doing 10; 
But let us/ſee what follow'd thereupon; -the 
was .no Perſon that was converted from Pap 
niſm by having heard of the Death. of the ger 
God Par. It was declared that he was the 

of Mercury and Penelopg,-and that it was not | 


go—_ — yy ww x - 


fect of all this 7, Did any, Y ie 
Name'of Par, in its true Sence?. Plutarch liv? 


- clear. *Concerning. our Mylteris. And. far- 


i --- Y ; % 
*% ? ».- —— 
l : - = ” 
one ho re-Nag 


ia the ſecond Age of the Church, and yet no 
Perſon, then knew that Pan, was: Jeſus Uriſt, 
who died in Fudea. 

The Hiſtory of Thu is. 5 related by Suidas 


(an Author who heaps up a great many things, 


perhaps ill enough choſen) his Oracle of Se- 
rapis is Teproach'd with the ſame Fault, as. the 
Books of. the Sibyls ; that, is, of being too 


ther, - we; are-certain that thi Thule King of 
Egypt was not one of. the ; and what 
then will become of. the whole Oracle, if Sexa- 
ps were a God firſt brought. into Egypt by.a Fco- 
lomy, who ſent for him out of Ponrax, as,many 
learned Men pretend from very ſtrange Proba- 
bilities ?. At-leaſt-it is wer ng in_that Herodntus, 
who has written ſo plentifully about old Egyps, 
does not mention Seraps,: and: that Tacitus. re- 
counts at length how, and why one of the Pro- 
lomies brought from Pontus ® Serqper, 
that was then known no; where i 

The Oracle, aid to be given to luguſts £coD- 

M 3 ©-* cerning 


there, rt fot nt Rh: ib 
ſhonld make a falfe Citation. 

ſome Work not rightly aro Po} to ro Finn . 
He has thought fit to relate, ypon'the Credit of . | 
certain cou it Hiſtories of St: Peter, which | 
paſsd for-currant inhis time, That Simion the 
Magicianhad at his Door 4 rreat Dog, which _ 
aevour'd all thoſe *that his Maſter would not _ 
have enter ; ana"that St. Perer coming thither 
to ſpeak with Simon, commanded the Dog to 

_ £o and tel] his Maſter in Hutnane Language, 
That Perer, the Servant of God, would Tpeak 
with him :* The Dog went and performe that 

- Comitirand; to*the *preat Amazement of fach ||| 
as were then with Simon, But Simon, to fhew 

- that he could do as much as St. Perer, bid "the 
Dog go and tell him, That he 'miz kit enter: - 

 which'the Dog immediately did. ce you 
may ſee what it is that the Greeks call Wr | 
of Hiſtory. Cedrenus lived inan ignorant Ap 

- When the Liberty of writing Fables was joynet 

_ with the general Inclination of the Greeks to- 
wards *em. 

But tho* Euſebius, in fome Work of bi, 
which has not cottiedown to us, had effeuall 
v1 of the Oracle of Auguſtus, yet we. 

eſebius himſelf .is ſometimes feceived ;- 

_ which*there are good Proofs. The firſt oy 
Fenders of Chriſtianity, Fuſtin, Tertultan, ing 
ophilus, Tatian, "would they have ſaid no 
of an Oracle ſo much in Favour--of their Reli- | | 
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Fon pens paper pr Dre ena. y coop -harged Por 


phyrexs with Oracle of Which he aade Mt 
and Porphyrizs, who was ſ0.agdi ed to Paga 
would not: haye ran falſe Qratles 


per 


——_ the Ceſſation: off 

the Advantage of the Chriltian 
in this Caſe, it ſeems; thatpthe Te 
Enemy has a great. fl 


oO & QIt Ap 

But on the other ſide, Porphyrms 1 
unskilful a Man, as to | uraifh 
with Weapons againlt Pag 
ing neceſſarily engaged to "I 


GE 
of 


7 yet it bois mote. NW puſhing 
thing ſo far ; for they tell usf Bol 20g: EL: 
Know not” 'how 1 many. Orxetes moſt” clear and _ 
moſt poſitive, concerning-the Perſof%of'Jelus 
Chrifft , Concerning his ReſurreRion and” A 2 - x 
eenſion. ” Tn fine, the moſt reſolute, andktows* | 
ing aniongft the Pagails hath - loaded us with . 


Proofs of Chriſtianity ; : we may well- £ ſet. 2 
ſo great a Piece of Generoſity. Don 
Euſebins believed it a very great Advantidie: 
to be able to place Porphyrins at the Head of We 
Multitade of Oracles ſo favourable to Religony/ 
and he gives them us ſtripp'd of nhatover uf H. | 
companies them, in the-Writitigs of Porphyri- 
#, .How do we know, but that he did/refute” 
them? According to the Intereſt of his' Cauſe, 
he ought to have done it; and if he did not} 
do it, Wo, he had fome. wn intel; 
tion. pn 
wicked enough to Fam Iſe Oracles, and pre- s. | 
ſekt them to Chriſtians, with a deſign of mas: 
- king 


YW 


- a ner. ook = with this ldlence 
tacked the whole R n. However, 
= a he 
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(as we ; have ſeen) that the were cried y 

Jying'Spirits;"itmay very well they be i! 

ned, tid berth pints Orieſs allthe 

Cer 'of our. Megan ends BY ' to 
EY 

__ I know-the Chriſtians did.not -takectt 


preg ory the Trath,.? 
ways ia Pay rm rdemar de ax his Oracks 
| guy oe . And therefore. (if if we-take ;the 


E ) their - better way had-: 
1 ec , that there were IrogAn any Gr, 


been the To ” | the great Penh We 

. RQuire: for all the written, Pieces of their Di- 
ſputes are-not: come: to our. Hands.” Thus in 

- examining things a little cloſer than ordinary. 
we find that the Oracle, which were i <4 
uc 
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ifor can it be poſlible that the 'Scriptures ſhould 
not have inſtructed ce Joys an initio 3 
-a thing which it ſo-extremely im by 
to know, (and which: they f ? 
- found out by their natural Reaſon) ta: theens 
ALENE rn not be wy in their:omn 
Religion, by fecing thin urpridin «8 
nother. For'1 conceive hat God Ae 
to Man, -but to-ſupply-the weakneſs of his 
dorſtandiog, which of: itſelf was not fufficient 
ide him'; and that whatſoever he has abt 
bn lar'd to him, isither of ſuck 2 nat re tha 
he may learn it by himſelf. -or.elſe God: fat 
"not think it neceſſary-that hat he: ſhould know. - 
-So if the Oracks hat been deliver'd by. evi De- 
am, God would have made- it.knowg-to.8, 
to have- prevented us from believing that: he 
himſelf deliver'dem, or that-there was ſome- 


-#hing Divine in falſe Religions. 1 Dew 


ba SF 


| believed was roomy 1 by a Divine Vitor; "os 

_ at; leaſt le pay Anon $2 Huomane ?: *Tis 

trae, youll ſay, that dvvonis were Ene- 
F ond hoboyrwng 


 mies'of God ; _ : 


Ps teen tees bali E\I%vM aſtical- anc 
cruel, but nevertheleſs they bdliey'd "et more 
powerful than Men; nor did "they know'that - 
the true God-offer'd *eny his Pr againft 
them. They did for- the moſt "part fubmit 
themſelves to their -Gods as to Ureaded Ene- 
mies who were to be appeaſed at any Price; 

- nor had this Submiſſion S ind -Fear been quite 
without Reaſon, if fo be thatin'effe&t Demons 
did give ſfome* provf- -of their Power over Na- 


ture. 


ewe in a the fight of God) :v 7e bee 

but an invol _ ro prey able Error, "4:0 

it their Buſineſs to impoſe upon: the pl 

_ -was no-more but a funple Error. 

hich the Credulons fell, whilſt their _ 
neſt Jars downright] Intention was to Honour , XY 
Superiour Being. - Fo: 

- But the Caſe is: muck otherwiſe; for it be- 2 
hoves Men to Precaution thennſclves againſt | 
Errors, into which other Men'may'lead *em z 
but there i is no joey: of fore-arming ther M- 
ſelves againſt thoſe Errors int; they may, 
be led- by Geri. or Demons, which are; or 
themſclyes. - The light of my Reaſon is ſuffici- 
ent to examine whether a Statue. ſpeaks or 
does not, but"in the moment that it does - - 
ſpeak, nothing can perſwade me againſt a pb oh” 
Divinity which 1 attribute to it. In a is v 
God is oblig'd/ by the Laws of his Bounty to. 
prote& me from thoſe Surprizes from which 4 
cot defend my ſelf;. but as for other things, | 
it belogy s to'my-Reaſon to do its Office, - 
ee alſo; that. when God permitted the 
Fans to work Prodigies, heat the ſame time 

- confounded” them -by- working Miracles far 
greater. Pharaoh \might be deceived by the © 
Magicians, but 4oſes was till more powerful 
than the Magicians of Pharaoh. The- Demons 
never had more power, or'did more furpri- _ 

_ zing things, than in the-time of Jeſus Chriſt 
and the Apoſtles. This hinders not, but that _ 
Paganiſm with Juſtice hath been always called 
the Worſhip of Demons. For in the firſt plact, 

the 


in Nvon, for 'em) countenanced raped lay- | 
| in, they bond the groſs Errors yr the 5 ra 
and Su. em blind to Impoſtures, which we 
notoriouſly viſible. . From hence it is ſaid "that | 
Paganiſin, was not born up by the Miracles, but 
by the Artifices of Demons , which, ſuppoſes 
at in. whatever. they did. there was.no 
of reality. or truth,. nor of ſuch force as effe- 
. Qvally to make a Statue ſpeak.. _ | 
® _ Nevertheleſs, it may be that God-has ſome- 
times permit. ted the Demons to animate Idols ; 
but. if this ever happen'd,. God had his peculi- 
ar. Reaſons for. it, which are always, On 
of profound Veneration ; but yScnerally then ſpea 
ing, there has never been any ſack thing, God 
rmitted the Devil to bira the Houſes of Fob, 
and Jay his Paſtures deſolate ; to cauſe all his 
Oxen. and. Sheep to die-;.to ſtrike. his Body 
with. a. thouſand Wounds; but it muſt..aot 
therefore be faid that the Devil i is let looſe on 
all- thoſe to whom ſuch Misfortunes happen. 
When. there. is a Diſcourſe about any.Man' 
being ſick, or ruin'd, we never think that the 
Devil is concern'd i in it. ' The Caſe of Fob is a 


particular Caſe we argue independantly "4 


It, 


was no Wonder, that they ftiopld obey 
which animated Statues, and performed 


ther than the Cheats 


.which the Pagans fell. 
Beſides, is there any great appearance that * 


the Diſputes between the Chriſtians and Pagans. . 


was in that State, ſeeing Porphyrius confeſſes 
with ſo mach Willingneſs, that the: Oracles” 
were delivered by evil Damons ? Of theſe evil 
Demans he made a double uſe : He made We 
of *em (as we have already ſeen) to. rehde 


thoſe Oracles unprofitable and diſadvantageous-. 


to the Chriſtian Religion, which the Chriſtians 
thought were on their fide ; and beſides he im- 
puted all the Follies and Barbarities of an inhi- 
nite number of Sacrifices, which without cea-" 
ſing they reproach'd the Pagans withal, to 
theſe cunning: and cruel Geri, We then at- 
tack Porphyrius even in his laſt Retrenchments, 


and aſſert the true Intereſt of Chriſtianity, by 
under 


have "Lid 64 their own « Juſtification Ge 


Day a thouſand cxtretdhinry things z; and- 
therefore the Chriſtians 'to take from them all 
Excuſe, - ought never to have yielded em this > 
Point. If all the Pagan Religion were no 6-_ 

of Prieſts, Chriſtians took - 
advantage of the Exceſs of Ridiculouſneſs ne.” | 
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& Platoniſin Je 


N the of Jie Philoſophy. 
and all Wiſtow as. 


were the ane thi vet 
contained in Verſe. Not was Poetry more 
credited by this Alliance, but Philoſophy' was: 
leſs. Homer, and Heſiod were the firſt Greci- 
an Philoſophers; and. thence it is that all other 
Philoſophers have had in very grea | 
whatever they ſaid, and ha 
them but with great Honour. 
. Homer very often co 
Gods and Demons : But Aeſod dilti 
four Species or Kinds of realonable 
viz. the Gods, Dethons, the Demy- 
roes, and Men. Nay, he | goes farther: "+ © 
notes the Duration of the Lives-of Demons : 
For the Nymphs, of which. he {| in the- 
laceLam going to cite, are theſe Demons, and 
lIsarch underſtands them fo, 
A Crow, (ſays Heſtod) lves nine times as long 
u a Man, a Stag four times as long as 4 Fas 6, 
8 Raven three times as long 4s 4 Stag, the" Phar- 
nx nine times as long as a Raven; and. LE ; 
the Nymphs. ten times as long as the Phenix. | One. 
would take this Calculation for no other t 18 
4 meer Poetick Fancy, unworthy the Refle&i- 
ons 
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are the boaſted 


£7 : - HS & , | / 
et; for there elm ft ielther 4 Agrecableneſs.nor 
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for he finds that ſup the Life of Mar | 
to be ſeventy Years, (w going is: his of Mar 
Duration,) the Demons then ought to live fix 
hundred and eighty thouſand, 


and four hun- ' 
dred- Years : And: not conceiving how-atly Ex-' 
periment. of this ſo long Life. of; the Demgns - 
can be made, he rather believes that Hefrod by . 
the Age of Man, underſtands dſ00e Year, | 
The Interpretation is not very. natural.; bu 
according to this Eſtimation, the Life of BP 
Demons is not above nine thouſand ſeven hun». 
dred and twenty Years, and then Plutarch had. 
not much trouble to find out how Demons coll | 
live long. _ And beſides, he remarks in the 


number of pine thouſand | ſeven. hundred and 


twenty Years, certain Pythagorean Perfe&ions, 
which render it altogether worthy to deſign the , 
Term of the Lives, of Demons, Such as theſe 
Reaſonings of Antiquity.” _ \ 
From the. Poems of Homer and Heſiod, the 
Demons paſſed into the Phyloſophy of Plato, 
who can never be too much commended, ſince | 
”tis he, of all the Greeks, who has conceiyec 
the higheſt Idea of God ; tho” even that plun- 
ed him in falſe Notions : For, becauſe God is . 
infinitely elevated above Men, he believed that 
there ought to be placed between him.and 7 
a kind of middle Beings, which ſhould cane 
Communication of two Extremes ſo far dis . 
ftant, by the means of which, the Operations 
of the Deity might be brought down to us; 


God (fays he) a 4 Triangle, which by 
ehris- 


Triangle which has all three Sides unequal,” 07 
- | This Idea is well cnough-fanſied, ad ther 
- ts nothing: waiting but pos. of _ | 


—_— . An — =. To_ ks 
<3 . 1 : ” 


> i te. Det, ooh one, HO oe 


three Sides: 
that bas oy Ao reaery 


to ſupport it-- 


But after all (may it be ſaid) hes: aot-Plare : 


reaſoned juſtly ? —_ do not we know for-cer- 
tain”by the Hol ures, that there are Ge- 
1,” Miniſters of the he Will tl of God, and'his Mef- 
ſengers to'Men ?- Is it rot wonderful that 
Plato ſhould difcover this, only by the Light of 
his Natural Reaſon? - 

I confeſs, that Plato has conjeftured aright ; 
nevertheleſs, I blame him for: his Conjonte. 
Divine-Revelation aſſures us of the Exiſtence 
of Angels and Demons,. but it is not withinthe 
Sphere of Humane Reaſon to aſſure -us.of it. 
He knows not what to make of the- infinite 
Space which is between God and Man; and 
therefore: he fills 'it-with Geniz and Damons': 
But with what ſhall that infinite Space. be fil'd, 
which:is between God/an theſe Genii or Diemons 
themſelves? For the: Diſtance between God and 


any Creature whatſoever, is infinite. - And'if- 


the Actions and Wil of God muſt traverſe, as 


one'may ſay, this infinite Yacum to go to the 


Demons, they, may as well reach'even to. 
ſince they are farther off but.by.very few De- 
grees,. which bear no Proportion tothe firſt 


great: Diſtance. When God. treats with Men 


by the Miniſtry of Angels, 'tis/ not no be.un- 
derſtood that Angels. are neceſſary for | this 


Communication (as Plato pretends 3) God em 
ploys them for Reaſons, =_ which Philoſoe 


phy 
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2 in I he keg 
own 
According to that Idea, which the Compe 
riſon of -the Triangle: giv: Cu: wo: find t at | 
- Plato: pars Soon. { of [Demons 


om ro bt: ns . Perfection - 
more than the higheſt Cranndbe-y bot i bs viſt- FE 
ble, that as they are all infinitely 1 erfe& in _ 
__ of him, becauſe they-are all 1 2 

t from ; <Anp ſo the Differences of Pers 
fe&ion, which are between the Creatures, va- 
niſh as ſoon as they are compared with God z + 
for what elevates them one above another does 
not at' all bear any Proportion to him.” - -. 

"And if we confult nothing but Human 24s” 
fon," there. is no need of Spirits to make the I 
Agions of God communicable to Men, -nor of |; 
Placing between God and us any thing; thaf*” 
approaches him, nearer than we'do.. '*- 2 

And perhaps Plato himſelf was not ſo fure "3 
the Exiſtence of his Demons, as the Platonills” 
have-ſince been. That which: makes: me us 
ſpe# this, is, That he places Love in the-nums. 
ber of the Demons, (for he often mixes Gal» 
lantry with Philoſophy, and his Talent is nat. 
mean on Subje&s of that Nature.) He ſays” - 
That Love is "the Son. of the God of_Riches, 
and the Goddeſs of Poverty : From his Father 
he holds his Greatnefs of Courage, his Eleya- | 
tion 'of Thought, his Inclination to give,/his 
Prodigality and his Confidence in his 'Stre *.. 
his good a: of hisown Merit, and. 


no that he could fay,. Love wag at 


_ that made Men. believe” Oracies, to have had 
ſomething' in them of Supernatural. Let” us: 
now' begin more- dolly to: attack this _ 
Non. 


to have aways the ; Bolwence: -_ Br 

= ſide, Bra oc hotds S: bl .M 

ENCE. which makes bun 
ts 2 > burr 


Tins Del welt Fots -forth all the: of Low 
calneſs of his Nature : But we'- know not. 
w__ to' make, of Demons, if Love mult: paſs 
or one. /\ 

There is no/ appearance: that Plato under-- 
ſtood this in a Nawiret au FileWpynent Sous 


f us, or-extrinſecal;; Ak Lites theres” 


Certainly, he means this' only. ana. Callan= 
*try, and then it: muſt be permitted” me to be- _ 


lieve, that all his Demons are of the ſame kiad. 
with Love. And that, ſince: he: mingles- Fa=- 
bles: with his Syſtem; - he: cares' not much}, if” - 
the reſt of his Syſtem paſs for a-: Fable. H- 

therto: we- have. on}y anſwered: the: Reaſons, - 
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1Q gate VIE. 


That — Gi rand Self; of the Pagan Philaſi' | 
phers; 7 uot believe there- 4 any; thing V+ 
Supernatural in Oracles: ; 


'F in the midſt of Greece it ſelf;: where all | 
- places reſounded with their Oracles, we.had - 
maintained; that they.-were but Impoſtures, no: 
one woutd have been aſtoniſhed with'the Bold- 
neſSof the Paradox ; and there would-have | 
been no needof taking any Meaſures, how to. 
vend the Opinion in-ſecret. For Philoſophers : | 
were divided about the Subje& of Oracles;, the 
Platoniſts and:Stoicks yrere for them, but the "+ 0 
Cynicks, Peripateticks and Epicureans decla- . * 
red highly. againſt them. - . The Wonders of the . 
 Oracles were not ſo great, but" that: half the 
- wiſe Men of Greece wete {till at liberty to-be-.. 
lieve nothing of them; and this, notwithſtand-:. . 
ing the common Prejudices or  Bigotry of- the 
 Grecians: Whiez1 1s a very-remarkable bars 0 Hos 
10 * Euſcbins tells us of fix hun % 
his Evang. Heathen Authors who have writ: as ' 
Preparati- gainſt the Oracles : But of all th 16 y A 
"= 1n my Opinion, Ocnomane, (of whom: 
he makes mention, and of whom he*has 
ſerved ſome Fragments) is- one, the. as py 
whoſe: Works are tobe the moſt lamented. 
There is a great deal of Pleaſure to be found 
in thoſe Fragments of his that remain where: 
Oenomans, full of his Cynical Liberty, argyes -. 
vppon every Oracle againſt the God who deli- 
vered it, and draws up an Accuſation againſt - 
him 


o 


him.. See | © be frets + he of Delphos,' 

ho in his. IWer to Craſus SOLID 
Words: " 

| . Creeſus, in Paſſing s the River Halis, al 

AE out contin far rh par 

F Qu accor in y.; X YE/ns 

ſing the River” "Halis attack'd Sdn who. apon 

| all the World: k T4 Fanny. thw "hy 


ther Oracle delever; 1 ro pohly That 


the Fire 7 LY Grains of, the Sca-ſand', 
Se great Value: s Jo. felf, "he 


Saree wh the War Habekoy 
there you were at a_ftand. I Fl J0u-£4n divine what 
ſhall. bepper 32 time to. come, to what purpoſe do you- 
zake uſe of 4 manner freaking which cannot. be un- 
derſtood ? © Do you not foreſee your: ſelf, that they 
ml not. be underſtood? If you. do fore ce, it, you 
then take pleaſure to inake us your Sport ;, if you do 
not know it, let us inform you, that you ought to ſpeak 
more clearly, and that you are not underſtood. 1. 
ell you a, if you have a mind t0 uſe an_Equivo- 

cation, that the Greek words by which you expref, 
That Creſus ſhall deſtroy a great Empire, are not 
well choſen, and that they caz ſignifie goo. elſe but 
a Vittory of Crcſhs over Cyrus. If there-be @_ 
neceſſity that _ muZF bappen, wherefore doFt thou 
amuſe us with thy Ambiguitees ? What doFt thou 
 aoat Delphos 4 wes, 5,þ employ'd as_thou art) 
Jo ſing us uſeleſs Prophecies ? to what prpeſe do we 
N 3 make 


- ? 


38 
"make thee ſo miry Canſiert what Firy 3! 
us ? 
_ But Oenomans . .is yet more out of. wad ir 3 
with the Oracte, which ;Apolto deliver'd to the 
Athenians. When Xerxes fell upon Greece with - 
all tlie Fi orces of Aſia, the Pythian Oracle gay A 
*m for anſwer, RS Ge ve 
*© That Minerva, ProteAre 5 of Athens. &- | 
&© deavour'd wgr Bebe of ways. (but in caln) » 
< to-appeaſe the Anger of Fmps, 4: 
< theleſs -F»pirer, in favour of his Daughter, * 
& confented I fuffer_ the "Athenians 'to ſave = 
< themſclyes in Walls of Wood ; agd-that 
& 5/4157 ſhou'd ſee the Deſtrution of many. 
© Childrendearto their Mothers; either when 
© Ceres ſhou'd be ſcattered: abroad, or when 
* the ſhould be gathered in. * -... 
Upon this Otromens wholly loſes his Ref Q 
for the' God of Delphos: | 
" This Combat berween the Father «bd the D augh (2 
ter, ſays he, #s very unhandſom for Gadd. - TR 
very pretty there ſhould be in Heaven ſuch contrary 
Tntereſts. and Inclinations ! Jupiter is angry 2 2 
Athens, he brings down all the Forces of Aſia a» 
gainft it ; but if he could not have ruin'd'it with- © 
out *em, if he had no more Thunder left, if he was + 
reduc*d to borrow foreign F, orces, how had he it then 
itt his Power to make all the Forces of Aſia come down : 
apainit this Town ? Yet after this he ſuffers *em ta 
£ Ve themſelves i in Walls of Wood ; on whom then + 
was bis Anger to fall * What, on the Stones ! Rare \ 
Diviner ! Tou knom not whom theſe Children ſhall be + 
that Salamine ſhall ſee the deſtruftion of, whether © 
Greeks or Perſians; it carmot be avoided but they 
mul} F oe either 0ne or Pocher Army ; ; And do not you 
at 
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ae os Die 7 
A 7 ont d bes ave 
For Ft of 
jug Fe £ns "ad that ſore iP es: ad 
Ships, the bez thing they con'd Ho, was to abarid 4 
the . and berake themſelves ro the” fu AE 

Such was "the Veneration' that” Lome.'s great 
Sets of the Philoſophers had for.Or woo 
for thoſe very Gods they thought th the Authors 
=o em. *Tis very pleaſant, that þ: the Pa [on : 

ok was no more than this one Prob 

, it is pee to know whe- 

ther the 2 ; take care of en, .Or_nof, be- 
fore the Queſtion can be abſwered | 
we ought to adore erm, of ele” *m ; the 
People have already decided it, and .are for 
Adoration, and nothing ahi bei 5b Pat Tow 
ples and'Sactifices ; ba 
loſophiers maintain pub lay, that thele Sacri. 
fices, theſe Temples, theſe Act ons, pe wy 
as fo Suny" fraitleſs and TL ble th 


-_ 
a 


TTAIIT <7 oo 01" PO 
# 4 G _ LE 


49. The Hifaryaf Oracle 
| and that; the Gods are.ſo far from delighting. || 
$ in em, : that they -take-no cognizance- of -?em. '\ 


There .is ſcarce a Greek: who does not-conſult: - 
the, Oracles,.concerning. his: Aﬀairs ; but this 
docs not prevent their: being treated in three. 
great Schools of Philoſophy, as abſolute Im-, | 


Let $99 beg leave to carry. this RefleQion a. 
\—_* little farther, which may ſerve. to lay more. * 
; Open the Pagan Religion; The Grecians in ge-.. 
neral had a.great deal of. Wit, but they were. 
Fery light, curious, unquict, and uncapable-* 
. of Moderation/in any thing ; and, to tell my. 
whole Opinion of *em, they had o much Wit,” 
that their Reaſon ſuffer'd by it. The Romans 
had quite another CharaQter ; they were folid,”” 
{crious, and. induſtrious, they. knew how to. 
purſue a Deſign, and: could foreſee at a,great 
diſtance the Conſequences of it, 1 ſhould not. . 
be ſurpris'd that the Grecians (without think= 7 
ing of the reſult” of things) ſhou'd imperti-'* 
nently treat pro and cen of every thing ; and 
at the ſame time that they are making Sacri» 
fices, diſpute whether .or no theſe Sacrifices 
approach the Gods; and conſult Oracles with- 
out. being aſſur'd whether they are meer Illu- -- 
ſiovhs or not. -Doubtleſs the Philoſophers con- - 
cern'dethemſelves bo little in the Government, 
that they took no care not to ſhock Religion © 
in theif Diſputes; and perhaps the People had 
not Faith enough in the Philoſophers to aban--. 
don-their Religion, or change any thing in it 
upon their word--- In fine, the predominant 
Paſſion in the Greeks was to diſcourſe on all _ 
Matters at any rate ; yet doubtleſs it is more 
I aſtoniſh» 


it into Ridicule. I ſpeak of Cicero, whoin his 
Book: af f Diriation hay at's -anthing - 


ery 
ries, how--great. a Folly *twas to "conſult the 
Entrails of Beaſts, he drives them at laſt to 
this Anſwer: : That the'Gods, who are Al- 
mighty, change theſe Entrailsin the very mo- 
ment of the Sacrifice , - to the end that we 
ſhou'd by them know their Pleaſure in thin 
to come, . This' Anſwer was given by Chryſop- 
by: Antiparer and Poſſudonins, all great Phi- 
jel hers and chief of he Party of the Stoicks.. 
Ha! gee ſay you ?. cries Cicero : the yo. old Wo- 
men are not 7 credulous as you are. Can you be- 
licve (ſays he) that the Tas: Calf po the ara 
well-diſþos'd, if choſen for the Sacrifice by. one, and 
' iÞ-diſpo#d, if choſen by another ? A this Diſpo- 
ſition of the Liver be chang'd in an in fon, f0 4c 
commogdate it ſelf 1 to the Fortune of thoſe. that. Lage 
fice ? See you not,). that it 5s Chance that » 
choice of Vittims 2(_ Does not Experience telly you ſo? 
For ut oftentimes \bappent that the Entrails of of one 
Vitim may foretel ſomething that is unfortunate and 
terrible, and thoſe which. are 1mmedately after ſa- 
erific*d ' foretel moF$F ha oy EPs, What - then be- 
comes of the Menaces 0 iheſe ri Emrails? What ! 
are the Gods fo ſoon ap af} ' But youl reply, That 
in a Bull, which Czlar was ſacrificing, t re was 
n0 Heart fond and ſince this IS. cond not 
live 


EF ever beld this Opinion ? _ | 


' T cite this Paſſage of CicerV's, but as an Ex+-. 
ample of the extream Liberty with which he. 


infolted over that Religion which he himſelf: 
profefs'd. In a thouſand other places heſhows. 
no more Favonr to Sacred Fowls, the Flights 
of Birds, and all the Miracles with which the 
Annals of the Chief Prieft were filPd, Why © 
did they not Indift him for his Impiety ? _ Why © 
did not all the People regard him with Horfor?” 
Why did not all the College of Prieſts riſe up” 
againſt him ? But we haye reaſon to- believe” 
that among the Pagans, Religion was a Praftice, 
the Speculation of which was very indifferent.” 
They did as others did, but beliey'd what they 
themſelves pleagd. This Principle is very ex 
travagant ; but the People who knew nouns 
of the Impertinency of it, were content with” 
it ; and the Philoſophers ſubmitted to it ve. 
ry Wing, becauſe it gave them freedom e- 
3G that we may ſee that all the Pagan Reli- 
giorr was meer Ceremony, ih which-the _ 
; X re 
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el omen Yracks'; 'e- 
very one beliey'd, that wow'@; however the 
ceas'd not to.confult *etn. . Sogreata » Cu: 
ſtom has over the Minds of 
ka Caine i | 


T iftories are © full of Orarler,, which were 
either deſpigd by thoſe who receiv'd - 
'em, or- alter'd according to their 
Fancy. * Pattias a Lyazan, and Sub- 7 je 4 
jet of the Perſians, being fled to Ts Fir. 
Cume a Greek Town, - the Perſians | 
ſent to have him deliverd up; the Comteant 
preſently confult the Oractes of the Branchides, 
to know what they qught to do with him; the 
Pracle anſwered, Thit they fhou'd deliver = 


Fenty beard peak ak :5 RY uary, cry 
ing, Dereſtable Mortal, how dare you fr ight from, 
this place, rhoſe, who per ry under 1 | Proceion "iÞ Fo 4 
eb v- + 1 Patt Zo (opine > z moder ours ? 2M (ate. 
Tod the God). T1 do order it, to. the end a 
you-who are an inpions. People, may be. the Jooner, er. 
deftroyed, and-that Jou come 10 more hither. to. 
#71POrtune me with. y ur Go ſt0n5. _It ſeems-h by. 
this, that the preſs'd home, fince he. 
had recourſe to Raili ing; 7 Fac it appears ay ; 
that Ariftodicus did not overmuch belieye, that 
it was-a God who gave theſe 'Oracles, becauſe. 
he went about to-entrap him 'by the Com Te, 
_ of the Birds; and after he' had in effet 
eee: A tis likely that he beliey'd him 
Jef a than he did before. The Cumgan 
themſelves were not much perſwaded. of his. 
being a Deity, ſince they believed a ſecond” 
Deputation might obtain a contrary Anſiyer, 
or that at leaſt the God might conſider s 
what he had to ſay. By the waylI obſerve, 
that Ariſtodicus, when he had laid his Snare for 
the God, conld not but foreſee , that they 
would not let him fright away the Birds from: 


ODS 


thirty: Years; but. when thoſe - 
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J : of "Artica,. | 
ay e's es he 
Rab ancogit thems of what 


there cocktinn Oracle from Delphos, threatning 
'em with utter Ruine i in caſe they. made War 


with thoſe .of Egina,. alk the. compaſs of 


were paſt, they were only to build a Temple 
to Alacus, and. to undertake the War, . and 
then all things wou'd ſucceed well. The Aths- 
nians, who burat with a Defire of Reve 

ſplit the Oracle in half, and took notice of E 
part of it only, which Telated to the Temple. of 
eacus, which they built out. of Hand ; but 
as to. the thirty Years, they lighted that, and 


 applyed themſelves: immediately. to attack. the 


Egineans, and obtained all the Advantages 
imaginable, This' was not a particular Per- 
fon, who: had ſo little Regard for the Autho- 
rity . of Oracles, but a whole. Commonyelth, 
and that ayery ' ſuperſtitious: one. too. /.-. , 
It is not very caſe, to tell what kind of Re- 
gard the. Pagans had for their Religon : For 
we ſaid alittle while ago,. that they content- 
ed themſelves with the outward Reſpe&, which 
their Philoſophers paid to-the Oracles.z but this 


' was not always ſo; for Iam not certain, that 


Socretes refuſed to. offer Incenſe to the Gods, 
or behayed himſelf like other People -at the 
Publick Feſtivals ; but this-I am ſure of, that 
the Rabble accuſed him of Atheiſm, : tho' t! oy 
cau 


the eftabliſhed orſhip 
againſt the Exiſtence of 
we pines ? At leaſt, - they 
what was ; play'dupon the Theaters; for. 
the Shows were made. for them :'and it $ 
- -fure the Gods were never treated with leſs Re: 
Aﬀerci in is Phuws comp! ins that. ig 
| eaſfoved #0 the Gad of Riches, int gs Had t till - 
that time been blind, and that Plurus now b« 3 I 
ginning © equally to favour all the World, the 
other r Gods (to-whom- People no: longer ma 
Sacrifices to obtain Wealth) were ſtarved fo 
Hunger: And Mercury carries the my J 3 
fo far, as to look out for ſome mean rage. [= 
ment in a Citizen's Houſe, that he might have 
Meat aud Drink. The Birds of Ariſtophanes ats il 
alſo very bold. Alb the Comedy turns upon; NI 
this, That a certain City of Birds, which was I} 
deſigned to-be-built in the: Air, would in en 
rupt the Trade and- Correſ ndence that y $ 
carried. on- between tite s and Men'; and 
by rendering the Birds Maſters of all, would 
reduce-the Gods to the utmoſt Miſery, Fleave- 
you to judge, if"this be not mighty devout 
-Yet this was the ſame Ariſtophanes,” who endta-' 
voured-to excite the Rabble agaiaſt the" pres 
tended Impiety of Socrares : There is ther: | 
fore ſomething, which Tknow not how: to'exs. 
| prefs, thiat is often found' in the Aﬀaivs Work, 
or 
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Jeſt; and if they: Ole FR Corea nonies, It wa: 
caly 9.08! Ty 7 Neglet of REN 
ences which attend an open Ne them; 
but *tis evident, that at the battam, they had 
not oyermuch Faith in them: and had juſt 
the. ſame Reſpe& for Oracles : For moſt cry 
monly, they: confulted them, that they might. 
have no occaſion to conſult them ; ndat- the: 
Anſwers were not accommodated to their De- 
ſigns, they did not'much trouble themſelves to 
obey them; for- perhaps, it was no- conſtant 
Opinion even LMONs 


that Oracles were delivered by a Divine Pow- 
RTE, 


After all this, it would be 


ention the Hiſtories of thoſ t Captains, 
mention the Hiſtories 
who thought it no Crime, to. & gre Cap 


above both Oracles and Auguries. - * And nec | 


a : 


* js Moſt remarkable, is, that” this Diſeſteem of 


Religion was practiſed even in the firſt Ages of 
the Roman Commonwealth : In thoſe tines of 
happy Ignorance, when: Men were ſo. [Crue 
= y fond of. their Religion, and when 


Titus Livixs ſays, in a place which I-am going 


toccite) Philoſophy, which taught Mea to dee 
ſpiſe the Gods, was not yet\known. = 

* Papirins made War with the ; Liv: Lis 
Samnites, and in a certain conJun- ] 
Qure of: time, when the oaks Army-with an 
extreme CR defired to come by. @ _—_ 


repo 
very.w ; 

WEVEF JECTCL-TMS AUSUTY- WAS KEPT, TRE LIES 
ceit broke out at.laſt, and Ws Hep, 
Conteſt anough the Keepers of the Chickens,. | 
noiſe of- which came to the. Ears of-Papirins, - 
who ſaid, That for his part, he had received- 
2 very favourable Augury, and that hewas fa-! 
tisfied with it, and if what was told him-wers--: 
untrue, . let thoſe, whoſe Buſineſs it:was-to take. *: 
the Augury, look tot; for.all the Evil would » 
Fall upon their Heads. Immediately thereforg - 
he ordered, . that thoſe unhappy. People, the--. 
Keepers of the ſacred Chickens ſhould be plas: - 
ced in the firſt Ranks, and ſo before-the Sig ' 


P My 


- nat of 'the Battel was: given, an Arrow (from” 
whence ſhot nonekney). pierced: that poor uns 
Incky Keeper who had-given a falſe account-of. 
the Augury ; as ſoon as the Conſul heatd this 
News, he cried out alond ————— The Gods are . 
here preſent : The Criminal is puniſh'd : 'T hey have 
diſcharged all their Anger on him, who deſerved, 
and we have now all the reaſon in the World to hope 
| the bet. Then immediately he cauſed the Sigs.- 
nal to be given, -and gained ag tatire Victory -. 
over the Samnites, 744 >" Loc 1-515, 
_ Itis-very apparent, that the Gads had a leſs. 
' ſhare in the Death -of this poor Keeper thay wy 
| ape 


” 
49 
- 


Papirins ; and that the Gederal had a D Deſign, 
by his Death, to e thoſe Soldiers, 


whom the Fallneſs of the Augury might have 
terrifi'd ; the” the Romans were acquainted 
with is Afts and Tricks in the times of their 
greateſt Sim plicity. | 
It muſt be * confeſſed then, that we ſhould be 
much in the Wrong, if we ſhould believe theſe 
Auguries and Oracles, which the Pagans them- 
ſelves did not belieye. And if we will not 
think-as meaiily of them, as ſome Philoſophers; 


and ſome Generals-of Armies did; yet let us 


at leaſt have ſuch thoughts of them, as the Peo- 


ple themſelves ſometimes had. 


But doubtleſs (may ſome objeA) all the Pa- 
gans did not deſpiſe Oracles : And ſome parti- - 


_ cular Perſons, that had no regard for them, are 


not ſufficient intirely to diſcredit therh. And 


. tothe Authority of thoſe who did aot believe 
them, we -need do no more that oppoſe the 


Authority of thoſe that did. 

But it may be anſwered, That theſe two 
Authorities are not- of equal Strength 5; for 
the Teſtiniony of thoſe who uphold a thing 
that is already eſtabliſhed, contributes not niucti | 
to the ſupport of it ; but the Teſtimony of 
thoſe who do not ' believe it, is of Force ec- 
nough to deſtroy it ; for thoſe who dv believe 
a thing, may perhaps not know the -Reaſonsz 
that may be given againſt the belief of it ; but 
thoſe who do not believe it, cannot chnſe but 
know, why others believe it. © 

Itis quite cofitrary, when a new thing i is to 
be introduced ; for it that caſe, the Teſtimo- 
ny of thoſe that believe It. carries more weight | 

TJ - . with* 


5o 7 he Hiftory of - Oractes:: ' 


with it, than the Teſtimony « of thoſe who do. J 
not believe i it ; for *tis probably to be ſuppoſed, _ 
that thoſe who believe-it, muſt needs have ex- 
amined it ; and thoſe who do-not believe it, 
may perhaps not have conſidered of it. | 
I will not ſay, that either in the one 'or the 
- other Caſe, the Authority of thoſe who be-. 
lieve; or believe nat, is a final Deciſion ; but; 
I will ay, that without a regard be had to the 
Reaſons on which the two Parties found them- |. 
ſelves, ſometimes the Authority of -one' ſeems | 
more receivable, and ſometimes that of the. 
other. Upon the whole Matter, og chmme 7 
common Opinion, or in receiving a new 0 
we make ufe of our Reaſon (whether it” % 
good or: bad;) but there is no need. of mas; 
king uſe of any to reject a new Opinion, or to. ; 
take up one that is already common ; for we- 
have need of ſtrength to reſiſt a Torrent, "ns : 
we need none to follow it. 
And it avails not to the Credit of Oracles, 
that among thoſe who believe, that tore s 
ſomething in *em of divine and ſu : 
there ſhou'd be found ſome Philoſo bers " af 
great name, ſuch as the Stoicks are; for when” 
Philoſophers are once prepoſleſs? d with any -* 
thing, they are more incurable than the come. 
mon People, and areas much blinded with Pre-. 
judices and falſe Reaſons, with which they up-. 
hold their Opinion: The Stoicks in icular. 
(as proud and Supercilious a Set as they were) . 
held ſome Opinions which deſerv'd pity : How 
cou'd they chuſe but believe Oracles, who be- - 
liev'd Dreams ? The great Chryſippas "bimſelfa-- 
dopted Tome Points for Articles " his Fahy 
WAICN.- 
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which had been more fuitable for the Belief af 


ſome filly old Woman. © _ 


i —__. 


_— 
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CHraePr. IXx. 


That the Ancient Chriſtians themſelves did” 

not very firmly believe that Oracles were 

detiver'd by Dzmons. ee EOS 
FOE: © 


"A Ltho' the Learned Chriſtians in the firſk 
A Ages, were fond enough of aſſerting, . 
that Oracles weredeliver'd by Demons, yet they 
wou'd very often reproach the Heathens with 
their being -impoſed upon' by their Prieſts; 
Which thing was undoubtedly true, ſince they. 
aſſerted it, even with the hazard wu this 
Syſtem of Demons, which they eſteemed fo fa-- 
vourable to 'em. | 1817 
Thus Clement Alexandrings ſpeaks in © his 
Third Book of T apiſtries,, © | 
Boa#t, if you will, of your Oracles, fil of Fol-. 
ly and Impertinence, of thoſe of Claros, of Apollo 
Pythius, of Didymus of Amphiarus, ad of Am- 
philocus, you may yer add your Augurs ava Inter 
peters of Dreams and Prodigies. Show us in the 
Preſence of Apollo Pythius, thoſe Aden who de- - 
vined by Flower or by Barley, and thoſe who have. 
been ſo eſteemed, becauſe they ſpoke out of- their Bel- 
lies, Let "the Secrets of the Agyptian Temples, 
ard of the Hetrurian Necromapcers remain fill 
in Darkreſs, for they are certainly all but extravg=, . 
gant Impoſtures and Deceits, no beter than meer 
Q 2 Cheat- 
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52 The Hiſtory of Oracles. 1 
Cheating at Dice : And the Goats which are kepe for | . 
Devination, and.the Ravens-whith are taught to-de- 
liver Oracles, are but as the Aſſiſtance or Zanies of : 
Mountebanks, who cozen all Mankind. | 

Euſebius, in the Beginning of his fourth Book 
of Evangelical Preparations, propoſes at large | 
the beſt Reaſons in the World to- prove, that.” 
Oracles conld be- no other, 'than Impoltures.; 
And it is upon thoſe yery Reaſons, that I pre- | 
tend to ſupport my ſelf, when Lcome to treat - 
of the Cheats of Ovacles i in particular. | 

Nevertheleſs, I muſt confeſs, that tho” Bu! 

ſebius knew ſo very well how to-prove, that - 
Oracles could not be ſupernatural,” yet he attri- 
butes them to Demons ; 'and the Authority of 
2 Min ſo well inſtruted with the Reaſons on 
both ſides, is a very great Encouragement to. 

the Party which he embraces. | - 
 _ -Butitis to be noted, that after: Enſehins had 5 
very 'well proved, that Oracles could: be NO '0-/- 
ther than the Impoſtures of Prieſts, he aſſures 
us ( without either. deſtroying or weakning 
thoſe firſt Proofs) that for all this, they were 
delivered by Demons. But he ought tochaye 
cited ſome utſuſpeted Oracle, which had been. 
delivered in ſuch Circumſtances, that although 
many others might be imputed to the Artifices 
_ of Prieſts, yet that could not. But Exſebins-. 

has done to ſuch thing. This is, as if he ſhould 
ſay, I clearly ſee, that all the Oracles can be: no 
other than Cheats ; but yet, I will not believe". 
them to be ſo, becauſe it ſerves my purpoſe, 
that the Devil ſhould now and then enter into 
an Oracle. 


This isa very lamentable kind of Reaſoning. 
But - 
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But I-muſt confeſs, if Eu/ebizs (in the Circum- 
ſtances of-the «Times which he lived in) durſt 
not have ſaid openly, that Or acles were not the 
Works of Demons, it had been excuſable ; but 
then in” ſeeming to:maintain that they were ſo, 


he ought tohave managed his Arguments in ſuch 


a ki + re; he might have inſinuated the contra- 
ry with the beſt Addreſs he was capable of. But 
we are at liberty:to gueſs at the Reaſons, that 
guided Emſebins in this-Matter, according to the 
Eſteem we haye of him.: For my own part, I be- 


| lieveclearly.,thathe aſſerted theſe Oracular De- 


10n5/ rather by.way' of Apology,.and from a 
forced Reſpe@ he: had for-the'common Opini- - 
on, thanon any other Account. - | 
There is a Paſſage of Origen, in his Seventh 
Book againſt Cel/zs, which wfficiently proves 
that he attributed Oracles: to Demons, only to 
accommodate himſelf to the Times, and to the _ 


_ Diſputes, which in that Age were between the 


Chriſtians and the Pagans: 7 might (ſaid he) 
make uſe of the Authority of. Ariſtotle, and the Pe- 
ripateticks, to render the Pythian Oracle ſuſpefted : 
1 could draw from Epicurus and thoſe of his SebF, an 
Infinity of things, that would difevedst Oracles ; and 


1 could eaſily make it appear, that the Greeks them- 


ſelves made no great Account of them ; but conceding 
that they were not Fiftions, nor Impoſtures, let us exa- 


mine the Caſe a little more carefully, and conſider, 
' whether there were any 'Neceſſity, a God ſhould 


have any Buſineſs there, and if it were not mare reaſo- 
zable to believe, that they were managed by evil Da- 

mons ard Genii, that were Enemies to Mankind. + 
It is ſufficiently eyident, that Qrigen was in- 
clined to believe of Oracles, as we do; but the 
| O 3 Pa: 
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- Pagans, who uſed them for a Proof of the Di- _ 
 vitnity of their Refi ligion, had no Reaſon to'con- |. 

ſent, that they we but the Artifices of their | 

Prieſts : So, that to gain a little upe | 
- pans, there was a neceſſity of yieldin; - 
what they maintained with f6 muck tinacy. - 
and to let them ſee, tHat tho” there wy ; 
ſomething of Supernatoral in the yer- 
there was no reaſon to ſay, that a tris Divini- | -] 
ty was concerned i them ; and fo Demons - 
were to be brought upon the Stage.” - 

*Tis true, that it had been _ better. 
wholly to have excluded even theſe Detrons” 
from Oracles; and by that means, the greateſt 
Blow would indeed have been given to the Pa< 
gan. Religion that- can be imagined, But all. 
the World perhaps. did not enter {6 Teep into _ 
this Matter, and they thought they had done - 
enough, when by the Hypotheſis of De1ors, 
(which ſolves het whole Buſtneſs in two words;) ; 
they diſparaged all thoſe Miracles, which the - 
Pagans could alledge for their falſe Worſhip. _- 

This, it is probable, was the Cauſe, why in _ 
the firſt Ages oof the Church, Men ſo general-_ 
ly embraced this Opinion concerning Oracles. 
For we ſee clearly enough into the Darkneſs 
of remote Antiquity, to diſcover,. that Chri-: 
ſtians did not hold this Opinion fo much for. 
the Truth, which they found in it, as for the 
Advantages, which it gave them i in their Dj-"-, 
putes againſt Paganiſm : And could they be 
born again in the Age wherein we live, 1 © 
doubt not, but that being then deliver'd, tike 
ns, from thoſe frange Notions, that obliged 


them to that Hypotheſis, they would have jor 
-- 1 
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ſections + pe I 

th with greager Vigour,- 
and Pot rus 14 A all thoſe particular Cir= 
cumftances, which we. can.remark .in Oracles 
that they never ought to have been atheibaſe. 
| to Demons. - 


| CH Ar MI 
That Oracles were corrapted by Brkt. 


was ſo eafie a matter to corrupt” heſe « 

Jas that it was very evident. =o, hey 

were managed by Men. The Pythian Pr e Ele 

Philipiſes, ſaid Demoſthenes when he was,com- 

plaining that the TEA of Delphos were MITagy 

conformable to the Intereft of Phibp. _ 

* When Cleowenes, King of Sparta, , 

was minded to dethrone Demaratus, 1 

the former King, 'on pretence that 

he was not the Son 0 Ariſton his Preddetfor. 

and that Ariſton himſelf had complain'd th 59 

his Son was born & little too ſoon after his 

Marriage.: the Oracle was conſulted on ſo ai 
GF4-. cult 


Herod. 
Lib. F. - 


of the Pythian ry to the force None 
that whenthe Lacedemoniansſhou'd come to con». 
ſult her (no matter on what affairs) ſhe ſhould 
always tell *em, they muſt deliver: Arbers foo; 
Tyrany. And the-Lacedemonians, to whom they 
ſame thing was always repeated, whatever they. 
- came about, believ'd at laſt, that the Godswow' 
never Pardon-them, if they contemn'd theirs | 
Frequent Orders ; and thereupon they took up. . 
Arms againſt Hippias, tho? he were their Ally. 
If the Demons delivered Oracles, they were * 
always full of Complaiſance to thoſe Princes, 
that were once become Redoubted ;\and ?tis to 
be noted that Hell had a very great regard for: . 
Alexander and Aguſtus, Some Hiſtorians tell - 
us plainly that enander had a mind by his 
abſolute Authority to make himſelf the Son of 
TFupiter Ammon, both for his Intereſt and the - 
Honour of his Motlier, who was ſuſpeRed to 
have had a Gallant much leſs Sakderable than 
Fupiter - and they add, that before he went to 
the Temple, he « Caus 4 the God to. be A 
; | tis' 


There is. none ut: Pluterch that. Sropnds: this : 
Divigity _ Alexander on. a Miſtake of the Prieſt 
of W ho ſalutiz Ing this _= Ars 
ing to; ſay:tothim/ in areek, 0 
Son, pronounc'd:a «for a + Chow he 5 
was 2 Lybian, and-knew not we PA Taal. 
how to pronounce - the Greek , :) and ,,. 
the Words with this Change fi 
Oh Sonof Jupiter, © And the w le Court fail 
not to-conſtrue this Miſtake of- the Prieſt; to 
the Advantage of Alexander; and- without 
doubt the Prieſt himſelf made, it paſs for an In- 
ſpiration ' of the God who had . direfted his 
Tongue, and' ſo by Oracles afterwards. cons  . 
frm'd his ill Pronunciation. - This' laſt man-- 
ner_of relating this Hiſtory pleaſes" me -ex- 
treamly, for I love to find: very little Origi- 


nals ive Tife. to-mighty ry 3 $kis-ſeems to 
me 4 be probable, and kery 


ag of 

ſporting Fortune. . - © -. 

* Auguſtus was ſoi in Love with Lo 
- via, that he took her by force from | 
her Husband, big with Child as ſhe was ; odd 
St impatient” was his Paſſion, that he would 
not deferr his Marria lage. till ſhe was delivered, 
but the Aion: bein n+ omething ex aordinary, 
the' Oracle was co 

well how. to make its Court to ſo Marioats Mo- 
narch,” and was not only content to approve 
the Marriage, but aſſur'd him," that Weddings 
never ſucceeded better, when the Bride 
/ Was 


ulted about it; who knew - 
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$4 __ The Haney Ora: | 
was already with Child. - This. ſeems to mes. 
very ſtrange Maxim. - 

There were at Spart 
| of which they might chuſe their Kinj 
| Lyſander, one of the greateſt Men' that ever-. 
Spare bred, fran'd a Deſign to take away this.) 
Diſtintion, too advantagion: -for--: 


but two Families, on; 
But + 


Families, and too injurious toall the reſt; and. 7 
| to open away toRoyalty for all thoſe who. 

had Merit enough to pretend to it: In order. 
to this, he contriv*dſo Þ perpler'd a Plot, that: 
I admite how a Man of Wit could hope to draw 


7s 
24657 

. 
0p. 
Ns 7% 


. 2 
_ 


any Succeſs from it. Plutarcb ſays. very well, | 


that it was like a Mathematical Demonſtration, 


to which no Man- arrives but by tedious Me»; 
thods. There was a Woman i Porrne, who! FF 
pretended to be. big with Child by polo; Ly- | 
ſander caſt his Thoughts bes. ome 5 n this Son: of rs ; 
of him when he- 
ſhou'd be born ; (this it was to have a very. {| 
great Foreſight) and he cauſes a Report to be I 
ſpread abroad, that the Prieſts of Delphos had 


, intending to thake 


in their poſſeſſion very ancient Oracjes which . 


they were not permitted to read, becauſe A- - 
pollo' had reſerv'd that Privilege for ſome one: 
that ſhould come of his Blood, and/-who ſhould... 
come to Delphos to juſtifie his Deſcent. The. 


Child of the Wonian at Portus was to be this - 


Son of Apollo ; and it was contriv'd that a>. 


monegſt thoſe myſterious Orarles, 1o cloſely con- 


ceal'd, there ſhould be onhe found out, which. 


ſhould declare to the Spartans, - that they ought _ 
to give the Crown to Deſert only, without ha-: | 
ving any regard to Families. So that now no- }-. 
thing remain'> but. to - ſhape vp ſome Oracles; ' 


£0 


- 


"= 


Joke, ns = the Pris. 
Mathines 


rprizing; for 
muſt they "have made 


aſd of, for the" accompliſhing et not -, 


ſign ?. © Silenus comes to Greece, and ' 

make himfelf known at Delphor for the Son of 
Apollo ;, but, - as. ill luck would have it, one of 
Lyſander's Creaturts having fome Terrors-upon 


him; at 14ſt when he found himſelf embark's 


in ſo daiigerous an Aﬀair, ſpoil'd all, 
There is ſcarce amore remarkable Examp 


' to be found in all Hiſtory of the-Corrux 


of Oraces;" bat in T -it, 1-will not Gif. 


8 ſemble-# 'FTroth, which my Author ſays no 


thing of ; which is, that Ly/ander had before 
endeavourd to corript mdity other Oracles, but 


could not accompliſh it. © Dodina refaſed to 
| take his Money, Jupiter Amon was inflexible, 


= Þ andeven the Prieſts of the place ſent Depnties 


to Sparta to accuſe Lyſander; but by the force 
of his Credit he got hints cr cr anbas 
fair. The great Prieſteſs of Delphos denied to 
ſell him her Voice., And this makes me be- 
lieve, that there were in Delphos two Colleges, 

which held no Cofftmimication one with ano- 
ther, the one of Prieſts the other of Prieſteſ- 
ſes; 'for Lyſaider, who could not corrupt the 

oreat Prieſteſs, conld-yet ſufficiently 
the Prieſts. The Prieſtefſes were thoſe 0 
who deliver'd-the Oracles Y5va voce, and 'who, 
with a thoufand'antick Motions and Grirhaces, | 
ated the Pofſefs'd on the Tripos, and ſeemed 
to rage, with ks reac: the God ; ms 
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in all we. the Prieſts had a Ware-ho iſe. 
| of written Prophecies; .of which they were e 
Maſters, the Diſpenſers; and the Interpreters.” / 
It is not to be doubted; but that thePriefts,- 
for the Honour of*their Trade,would: eemive-. 
ry nice and ſcrupulons' to*thoſe*whoUeſir'd'to: 
Bribe *em, eſpecially- when things were requir&. 
wherein there wasno reaſon to hopefor met 
Succeſs ; ſuch as was the Novelty,w yſan- 
der had a deſign to introduce mu the Govern- I 
ment of Sparta : and pgs] pe ym of Ae 
gefilaus, which was 'again > der,” 
was ſomewhat jealous of dis ret -and had 
been before-hand with the Oragles, Nor ts it | 
to be imagin'd,  that' the Prieſts' of Amman . 
would have taken the pains to have'come from. 
the fartheſt part of Libis to Sparta, 'to have 
accuſed ſo'great a Map' as Ly ander, if there: 
had not been a very good Underſtagding be-. 
tween their Oracles 'and his Enemies, who Ed | 
couraged them to accuſe him. | 


_—oL he. _—_ 
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C M4 AiP. XL 
Of the Erettion of. new Oracles, 


He Oracles, which were ſometimes ere- 

ed anew, "do as much weaken the Hypo- 
theſis of Demers, as the Oracles that were cor-: - 

rupted by Bribery. | 

After the Death of E pheſtion, Alexander, to 

comfort himſelf, would needs have it believed, A 
that Epheftion was a God; to which, * © his , 
ur - 


: ow a ng wha was at firſt aſtoniſh- 
_ Succeſs,,; believed it himſelf at length - to be 


Gods.” 


| he built the City of - Arizopolis, . he conſecrated 


_ there 1s $ Fee remaining this Greek Inſcripti- 


0.;hi = _ were made to 
Iracub abr Lp» man 


ed to ſee the;Divinity-of. Epheſton have ſuch 


true, | and found 2 great deal of Pleaſure, in 
thinking not-only that. he himſelf was a God, 
but - that he. had alſo the Power of making 


Adrian committed.” the fame Folly. for the 
lovely. 4ntinow : In Honour of whoſe Memory 


Temples :and Prophets to-him (ſays St. Fe- 
rome: Now there were no-Prophets,: but in 
thoſe Temples where there were Oracles; and 


ON: 


To Antinous, 


The Companion of the Gods of Fury M. Ul-. 
pius Appollonius's Propher. Y 


After this, we need not wonder, that Au- 
guſtus alſo delivered Oracles, as we find it in 
Prudentius : And . certainly Auguſtus was as fit 
to be worſhipped as Antinous or Ephaſtion, who 
according. to all likelihood, owed their Divi- > 
nity only to their Beauty. 

With- 


Without donbt, theſe new races ca ©d py 
ven thoſe, who were the leaſt ca s! 


ing,to make 'RefleQions upon 
not reaſon to believe, that T 


make a due Jadement onthe be in mir 
thoſe of Anphiarams, Frophonins, Orpheus, and = 
of Apollo himſelf, they needed'no more than t 2 
conſider thoſe of E Pheſtion,  Antinons and | Augw=? 7 
tus. y 
"Tis plaini however, that they were not in. , 
like Credit with thoſe 'of more ancient Dates, © 
and that there'is a vaſt difference betweeits " 
them ; for they ſtinted the Gods of the new E-- 
dition to certain Anſwers, that were neceſſary; : | 
for the flattering of Princes ; but for any thing” : 
elſe, they were not ſeriouſly conſulted. k- 4 
For when Queſtions of Importance were to. 
be asked, they went to Delphos. The ancient 
' Tripodes had been in Poſſeſſion of Futurit ” : 
time out of Mind ; and the word of a g60d;- 


than that of theſe Upſtarts. who wereleſs ver- ; 
ſed in the Trade. The Roman Emperors,” 
whoſe Intereſt it was to advance and ſet a va-. 
lue on the Divinity of their Predeceſſors (ſince 
- themſelves claimed 'the ſame) would haveens 
deavoured to have render'd the Oracles of the 
deified Emperors (ſuch as Auguſtus was) more 
. celebrated, if ithad not been that the People, 
accuſtomed to their anicent Oracles, could not. 
have the ſame Confidencein theſe ; for I would S 
willingly believe, that,what Inclination foever _ 
they had to the moſt ridiculous Superſtitions, 
yet they laugld at theſe new Oracles, and in al, | 
nera 


ſage, experienc'd God ,was far more avthentick =. 


. 
- 
% 
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rs Flight to Hants bh 
that People were 
ion of Gods and Ora- 
Ne for the 
I forts 
to be | 


a humane: eines 
declared Gods by the Learned, or by the Le- 
giflators with a "oultitads of Myſteries; and ' 
the People neither ſaw them , nor. ever had 
ſcen them: The ſecond ſort (tho? the whole 
World knew. that they) had been Men, yet 
they) were made Gods by the Inclination of the 
People, in Memory of their Vertnes. They 
framed to themſely-s a very elevated Idea of 


JN the one ſort; becauſe they were above their 


View ; and of the other, becauſe they loved 
them. But they. could not have that Deyotion 
for a Roman, Emperour, who was only made a 
God by the Favour and Order of the Court,and 
not by the Love'of the' People, and who be- 
ſides this, was known ſo very lately to have _ 
been a Man. | 
As for the Oracks, their firſt Eſtabliſhment 

is not difficult to unfold : For, fi 
-& half a dozen Perſons, whom I can 
U that it is not the Sun that makes the Day, and 
1 will not deſpair of prevailing with a whole 
"Ra to Embrace the ſame Opimon : 5 
OW=- - 


fo, t gee owe Salons ; 
£ | 


64- -_ The Hiſtory of Oracles, © 
however ridiculous any thing ſeems at firſt; if- 
you can but maintain it for ſome time, ſo that 
it gains the Authority of Antiquity, it is then” 
ſufhiciently proved. 78 | ; Wy : os * $40 
There was on the top of Parnaſſura Hole,ont" 
of which an Exhalation .came, which was of 
ſuch Cats, that it ge a4 rare 2 rt 
| by fuming into their Heads; and perhaps 
| -Body, > hoſd Head was filled with this 
Exhalation became an Enthuſiaſt, fell a talking 
without knowing what he ſaid; and by chance 
ſpoke truth. Immediately.” there was ſome- | 
thing Divine fancied to be in this Exhalation, 
and that it contained the knowledge of Futus 
rity; then they begin to approach this Hole with | 
Veneration, and Ceremonies are þy little and. 
- little introduced. . 'Thus in all probability, the / 
Oracle of Delphos was at firſt ereed. ' And as'! 
it owed its Original to an Exhalation,which in- 
fected the Head, there was a neceſlity that the ! 
Pythian Prieſteſs ſhould be ina Fury, when ſhe 
was to propheſie.; but in the greateſt part of 
the other Oracles, Fury was not practiced. Let 
but one Oracle beſet up, and you need not doubt 
but a thouſand will follow the Example ; for if 
the Gods can ſpeak in one, why ſhould they 
not do as-well in others ? | The People ſtruck 
with the Wonder of the thing, and finding of 
what uſe it would be, and covetous of the Pros. 
fit, which they expeQed from it, defired no- 
thing more than to ſee Oracles ſet upin every 
Place ; and 1n time, all theſe Oracles got the 
Advantage of Antiquity, which ſtood them in 
great ſtead. And it could not be expeced; 
that the new ones ſhould have ſuch So 
linee- 
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any whit better than the ne 


rae Fs went to lodge: 


Wy #Z 5 
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2 without. 
DIAS might dc 


take poſſeſſion 0 2a Statue, 
ror to all Men. 


_ 


05 Gratkesh was # deſign'd Cheat ; but- that th 

People fell +nts ſome Superſtition whi 

em aning,and that afterwards Mernof 

nade their a es of *em< For the \ 
ple is oftentimes Foy 


” C7 Fo 


oks *tis monntainous ; : Fat ny et the | 
'of Delphos had by chance its beginnin the 
after the manner which we have relat theres, 
fore others, that were made in Imitation/ 
of that in the ſame Country, were ſituated ; 


% 


' they knew how to. 
: wow uſe to'em-?. 
he- | 
jeſty of the Qracles,; 
ns. for which 
number of theſe Frogs 


- fay, what they call -$ 
? a ſort of Caves where the 
-_ reſided, and w 


enter'd; 


EY Oracles were to ant. : "he. Entrance of hi *] 
San& ary was all coyer'd over with Boughs of.” 

Lawrel, by which :means thoſe” who had the'* 
liberty 'of approaching it, could make 10 Di- . 
ſcoveries. _ 

_- From whence do: you think, proceeds the al 
verſity that-is to. be found: in the Deſcription-/ i 
which the Ancients give of their Oracles ? It is 2 
becauſe they never, aw. what paſs'd in the moſt | : 

Facred Receſles of their Temples. -- _ : 
- For example, They agree not: among them-1 
ſelves about. the Oracle of. Dodona, and yer] ; 
what-could' be better. known to” the Greeks?” 
Ariſtotle, ( as Suidas reports) np that at? 
Dodona there were two Column oo_ One © to 
which there was a Baſon of BioS- an 
the other a Statue of: a Child 3 Fong ph 
Whip, the Cords of which being alſo of Braſs: ; 
made'a noiſe -againſt the Baſon, when they! 1 
were agitated by the Wind. ©: 'Y 
Demon (according, to the ſame Suid J Oh * 
that the Oracle of Fupiter at Dodona is all ens "+ 
compaſs'd with Bators, of :which, when any; fy 
one ts pull'd againſt the next; the: Motion * 6 ny 
communicated all-round to the reſt, and-th : 
make a Din, which continues for ſome time.” pi 
Others fay; s that there was a reſoundini V- 


uf 


Oak, which ſhook its Branches and'Leaves to: 

gether, all the 'while the Oracle was Tn ; 
ed and its meaning, was pronounced by. the” | 
Prieſteſſe es called Dodonides. | 


, and. thar « all the re 


never knew of than't 

- leſs you will add "I Ta irs fays 

'- whom the Prieſt of Paphian Yenus diſcoyered 
' in ſecret-many great things, concerning t 
- Deſigns which he had then in hand. But yet 


"a 


'this Example proves leſs hab that of Yepaſian, 


2 


that the Prieſts allow'd great Men the liberty 

. of entring into the SanAuary : of their To 
'- ples. Doubtleſs one ought to have 'a great deal 
; of Credit with the Prieſts, to pblige em to 
© diſcoyer- the Arcana of their Myſteries ;. but 
they did -it only to Princes, whoſe Totereſt 
they knew it was to keep the Soeret ; and who, 
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| away the Meat Tek was Se er'd tc 

It ſeems to me, that this Hiſtory alon ohh ght 
to decide: the whole Queſtion in 5 TaVour 5 
for. we there have an. ACCo Ws t . F ne of the Miz 
racles of Paganiſm, which v as the molt Utie: 
-; verfally believ'd, how. that | [s tc ook. the. 
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pains to come. and Eat the cc onſe crak 


x 


themſelves. - Do. the Scripture $2 er oh : bis wt | 


Prodigy to Demons? Not at all; "but. to1 


Prieſts, who were Impoſtors. And it .is_ Fra | 
this place alone that the Scriptures youch ſafe Y. 1 ; 
to give the deſcription of a Pagan Miracle; ; nd NY 
by not advertiſing ps that the reſt were not « f | 


the ſame nature, they give us plainly to nary 
ſtand. that they were. After all, how mu 


eaſier was it to perſwade People that the God ads» 


deſcended into Statues to ſpeak to en, an 


give *em wholeſome Inſtructions, than the : 


they came down to cat the Members of Goats 
and Sheep? And thergfore ſurely if it was the | 
Prieſts that eat, and not the Gods; by much 
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4 1 
ſtronger reaſon, it was they that pronounced © 5Y 
the Oracles in their ſtead, b; 


byh bis whole Army at the 


Pri eplete: SCA Mad of Pro "2 
wg 1d therefore they.had cert = 
El ae" an Was rmitted: alt” 
the Oracle. © ha 

is till much. 


you 
Pretext til abate Ns pts Foo if fie 
mind to give you any Anſwer at all, or if they 
thought = to have this time of ſilence for tt 
king thei! and makir {Hr Pr 
| paratives.Þ*. | - 


_©-On occaſion of theſe pretended. unlucky 
Days, there was deliver'd. to Alexander one © Dy 
o jeaſanteſt Oracles that ever was. He wen 1 by. 

elphos to conſult the God, and the Fr t- $15 
ef; pretending that it was. not then a lawfu 
time to Interrogate, would not enter into the 
T emple. Alexander, who 1 was very 1 An nd qd. 
impatient, .took the Prieſteſs by the Arm, a id 
led her in 'by force; whereupon ſhe cry'd ont, 
Ab, my Sor, you ave nt ro be reſiſted. 1 defire:nd v0 
moore, (fays Alexander ) this Oracle 5s enongh far 


RJ : 


-- > 


Pre. 
But the Priefts had got another Secret ta | 
gain time when they pkaſed : Before: they 
would conſylt the Oragles.they muſt Sacrifice ' 
and if the Enfblls of the Viaim were not lue- 


© that were initiated into them to at nviola BY 
- Secrecy. | 7 
?Tis- true there were Myſteries in thoſe 
"Temples where there where no-Oracles, but . 
LE Ore as DEG but what had My ſerie WM 
as for Inſtance in that of Delphos;  Plutarch, in 
' his Dialognes, ſo often cited, ſays, That there. 
- Was no Perſon i in the Town of Delphos, nor in 
all that Country, t at was not initiated into 
their Myſteries, and {o every. body had his De- 
pendagce on the Priefts ;-and if any one had 
pened his Mouth againſt ” em, 
- they preſently cried ont, O rhe Arhez# 1 0 the 
57;pious Mari ! and he. would haye drawn upon 
himſelf, by his plain Dealing, ſuch Inconve-. 
| jences as he_could never haye got quit of, 
thi "Myſteries, 
, would haye been al- 


Ways 
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double Ti, and fot hey' 00 
to their Intereſt. - And wit 


It was 5 upon Skis TP, 'Confelion t 
Lacedzmonian, who. 25 going to Tote 


ſelf into the Myſteries of Samothrace, f 

_ roundly thus to the Prieſt :. If 7 have ca _ tre 

any Crimes , ſurely the Gods are not iprane 

*". = ; 7 
Another anſwer dalmoſt after the fame o n40s ; 

ner: {5 jt to you, or to God we ought to con ep _ : 


Crimes? It ' to God, fays the Prieſt. Wa 


WI42 
SD 


then, retire thou, anſwered the Lacedemoagian, 
and Pll confe eſt *em to God. . Theſe Laced&amon il 203; 
_ were not yery full of the. x ks of Devo 

- and:I do. not doubt but there mig] | 
bi ſome Men wicked enough to go an 
a falſe Confeſſion, to get to. 
their Myſteries, and then afterwards ph 12 kt p 
a Diſcovery of "all their Extravagancies, 
publiſh the Cheats of the TREO dw 


Reg: 


= 


to the wet ret for he tho! 

ter than the other : And: beic 

þ CEremanier he always cried, . Zi 

ans be put out, To whom the Peaple 

In a kind - Bae te" Let the Epicureans be 
out alſo. . he did far worſe than all this; 
* for ſeeing hin tormented by theſe two ſorts 


- 


who ed ihe pea of his lence, tha! 
they muſt lay the'Blame on certain de: 
- le, who were interred in the Neight 

Theſe dead People were Chriſtian Martyrs 
_ and among the Teſt , ' St. Baba, * Now the 
current Opinion is, that it was he Preſence of 
theſe bleſſ * dead Bodies, "which deprive 
Demons of the Power of N 


cle; but. the he ney -that. the -2 re 


concourſe of Chri which. daily 1 
the Sepulchers of. theſe Martyrs, . comme r- X 
the Prieſts of: , who did- of care ' hat 
ſuch elear-ſjght ' Enemies ſhould be Witt 
ſes of their ions: and therefore the __ end ea C 
voured by this falſe Oracle, to obtain 'the Pa 
gan Emperor, that. he would cauſe theſe Bo- 
dies, of which the God complained, to be alt 
out from thence. 

But let us return tothe Attifices of thi 
Prieſts, of whick the Oracles are full : Avih : 
comprehend. in one Refle&ion alone, all t - 


that can be made upon them, I would: ng | | | 


have ſome- one tell me, why the Demons co ould 


"Point, as 'not-to unſeal og 
t them, - Kat iſto 


[+ 


on oe to enter; ' without Sa nr 


Or elſe, they: put the Letters" into the Hands 
of. the Prieſts, that they 'might- : leep  uÞo) 
| them, and receive in'a' Dreate® the; Anſwer, 
which they were to-return : Afid'in both Ca- 
ſes, they had the leiſure to open them nr 
I! For the doin olng s they had m 

Arts : Some of which we ſee-pr 

falſe Prophet of Zuciay. And they are: 

(ſen in Lucien himſelf by. any” One, that _ 


the 


als, « City. of that rovince. . iT me 
nour knew: wore =o to. think of the Gu 


pleaſantly obſerves, to k nd 
Deities, 40lears what he could: of them 4 
he gave him a Letter very carefitt 0M . 
carry to the''Oracle of , 2opſes, + This Em 
came, and, as the Cuſtom. was; laid his I 
upon the Altay; and himſelf Heptin the 7 
ple, where he faw in a Dream, a! 
well made, who ſaid to him, re de- c 
cried back this Anſwer to the Gove! NE _ = 
his Letter ſealed juſt as he ſent itz»to: all 
rance. ;The: Anſwer ſeemed very*1 

2us to' the Epicureans, that were at C 
but himſelf was {truck with Aſtoniſhmem 
- Wonder at it z 'and-opening his Let ante X» 
them; he ſhowed them what he had y 
which was this Queſtion : Shall / Py: 
& white or @ black Bullock ? - After this. {irs 
he was -all his Life very-much devoted v0 
"God AMopſw. + We will hereafter 6 
you the Myſtery of the Dream ; but it ps Z 
cient at preſent to tell you, that there 81 
doubt, but that the Letters were 


-dealed againith great Dexterity 


ler pretence of ſhowing them 
the Nt 


the Miracles that were done, 

they recounted to you a - 

Preſent that, was. conſecrated -to him. - And 
therefore, Lacianfl | 

| this apt. of: Men 1 


Some were Prophets and Prieſts, others, Pos 
_ets (who put into Verſe the"0) ecles, which 
were delivered in-Proſe;) others, ſimple lnters 
| preters z others, little Sacrifie ho-kill 
-the Victims, and'examined their Intra wi 94:0 
- thers, Sellers of. Perfumes and- Inceaſe DTC 
Beaſts for"the Sacrifices ; 'others, Anitiquaries 
and in fine, 'althe reſt- were but lnn-keey 
whom the: great. reſort of. Strangers-im 
Now alt theſe People were for the | 
the Oracle-andi the God : And Lib 
of 'the Servants' belonging to theſe £ 
they diſcovered any thing wortt the kn | 
. you need not doubt:but they + ſoon a 
the Prieſts of it. _ 
The falſe Prophet,” Aexander, who tad { 
up his Oracle in;Portus, had Cor re pondents.& 
ven in Rome it ſelf, who ſent him-an- ccot 
of the moſt ſecret Aﬀairs of thoſe wh 
to Conſult him; by:this means. Cool x 
ſwer, without the Trick of open ng«hei 
ters. And theſe Correſpondencies wer dou abt; 
leſs not unknown tothe iPriefts of Apollo.q Cl 
ros, if it be true, that it was fufficient's: fe 
tell them the Names of thoſe that conſults 
them. _ Tacitzs ſpeaks thus of them in his SeaTY 
' cond Book of Annals: Germanicus wert' #0 | | | 
ſult: Apollo of 'Claros,” where 'a Woman does 3 ot 
deliver the Oracles, a ar Delphos;; bur « | 


ould FIT, very Coney difci hobo: z fo 3B She 


" that yet; At is: 


- they could anſwer, not only to ſeaPd. ry 

\ but alfo to ſimple Thoughts. | It WM: true, th 

. could not anfwer- to. the Thou s of all the 
\ World : For what the Prieſt of. | 

* Germanicus, he could not do for a private Citi- 
zen of Rome. 
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He Number of Or: ts DD , = 
_ is very. great; for this Way, id more! 
\ onder-in/if cap y of " T,. GT Cy | 


Very 
- mous of all th | 
It Bieoria ; | ane vat which a ſimple 
but his Oracle was delivered with more Ce 
monies than thoſe of any God... Fe 
 Payſanias himſelf, who: had been toe 01 
it, and who had pais'd through all its Ci 
nies, has left us a very ample De: Dtign nofj 
And 1 believe.” that as 4bs Abridge _ 
his Relation will not. be diſag ; " ; 
Reader. = 
- vetors uy Body deſcended He o ve Je 
rophonins,, they. Were obliged to'pa a CET 
aninher of of Days in a kind of little Tex ples 
Chapel call'd the Chapel of good Fortune, 
of the good Genius. During -this time 
uſed Expiations of all ſorts ; they. 2 
from hot.bathings ;' they waſh'd the 
ry often-in the River Hercinas : they 
to Trophonixs and all his Family, to 


Jupiter, furnam'd the King, to Sararn,-to Fun 
to one Ceres Europa,who had been Nurſe. to. Tri 
phonius ';, and they lived only upon the Flell 1 C 
the Sacrifices. It is alſo more than pro _ 
that the Prieſts lived upon nothing el ſe, by | 


Entrails of all theſe Victims were to. be 


2 
«05 


amin 
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Ms % "enter prev oy ide tas 
* fee In the ſacred Den. After all theſe Prepa: 
_ Tatives, they were ſhow'd the Statne © 


rg towhich they made their Prayers; "and 


. were covered, Tak 6 Eingen Veſts, 


ic Oracle food tpon A Mountain, 2nd was 

ryaſſed with a Wall of white Stones, 'up- 
- onwhichObelisks of Braſs were refed : With- 
In this Circle was a Cayern of the Figure of an 
- Oven, cut ont by Art, whoſe Entrance was fo 
 firait} that Men did not deſcend into-it by 
' Stairs but by little Ladders, and when they 
were come to the Bottom, they found another 
- little Cavern, whoſe Entrance was yet ſtraiter.: 
Here they laid themſelves down pou the Earth, 
and took into. each Hand certain Compoſitions 


Q 2 'of 


uh The Miſoryof Opal G 
_ -. of Honey which they were obliged 
and. Fas ER; Ss NE, Feet wit + the open-\ 


ner; Nor ' lifes? ys ues? - 
that ſaw- where not to hear. -LAL , hey 
came out of the Den, creeping Ca the E art ts; 
as they entered in; with thelf Feet foremo oft; 
4 Immeliately they were put-into the Ol 
Mnemoſyne, where they. were asked what t th : 
had ſeen or heard ; thence they were led-into 
the Chapel of the ood Genius, ripg ge 
amalz'd and out of their Wits; but retrie 
| theſe Senſes by little and litt et ie, they by 7 an b 
be able to Laugh; : for till then the oy 
the Myſteries, and the. Divinity with wh 
they were filled, had prevented it ; thoi gh fo wy 
my part 1 think one may well wonder how 
could refrain ſo ly 
| Pauſanias tells us that there was one Man vo 
enter'd into. the Den of Trophonius and neve 
came, out again : This was a certain rl hat | 
Demetrius ſent thither, to ſee if there' were aby- 
thing i in that Holy Place, worth the -plund CY | | 
ing. The Body of this unhappy Man was af: | S 
terwards found a far off from thence; for ti 
to be ſuppos'd that he was caſt out of FR. 
. cred Den by ſome more ſecret way than hee: en 
ter'd into it. "oP 
-It is very-eaſie forus to make Reflefions uy 
on all this; for what leiſure and opportunity 


could the Prieſts want during all the Sacr ices. : i 1 


—W 


-"(tho? Perceiy'g. 5 )-for: they could - 
. not Xs their Hands to feel whe -thi: 


i Worn goy ng 70. And-perbaj 

_ verns were full of Perfomes and/Odour which 
| ſtupefied the Brain : And the Waters of Eerbs 
and Mnemoſyne were, alſo Ctis.pro ans 2 pre- 


par'd for the ſame effed... To fay nothing/of 
the frightful Sights and the Noiſes which they 
might Fe toreihed witha); and when they.came 
ont from thence little better than diſtracted, 
| they talk'd ſtrangely of what they had ſeeg or 
heard ; ſo that People taking advantage of their 
Diſorder, might collect what they pleagd, 
and change it as they thought fitting, and iy - 
- ine, interpret it as they liſted themſelves. ' 


W235 Ad 


with a Drug which h had ſme dd 
Brain, "% ES Ns I- 
| But when it was the Prieſts \who eeping ur 
on the ſealed Letters, had nu ie Pro-: 


Jndeat the the that thePwgan by 
to hide; their Impoſtures, ſeems to- hating © 
greater than-it \needed to have been; "for i 
People were credulous -and ſtupid enough 
content themſelves with the Dreams: of he 8 
Prieſts,-and to give credit to them, then't 
was no neceſſity, . to: ſuffer them to Franken od ; 
the Temples ; And the-Prieſt might have re--7 
ſerved this Privilege tothemſelves alone, with-; 
out any Contradiftion. For conſidering what 
ſort of People they were, whom they had wy 2 
do withal, it was too much'Honour for. them, 
to be cheated with Precaution and Addrefs. - 
: . There was in Achaia * an Orark.. jj 
ps auſani- of Mereury, which was delivered ii 40 # 
this manner ; After my Ceremo-/ 4 
nies, IN 


thy end "as the Þ 


Of the Andie of Orac 


Ne of the greateſt Secrets of the Oreck, 
- and one © te thing It; 


ven Tarn tkely to 

udden at Babylon, ome © the 1 rin- n 
hot of his Court went' to. «uy a. us | 
ht in the Temple of Ser: , to inquire of 
that God. if 'it were not fit for *em to bring 
their King thither to be cured by: him. . The. 
God anſwer'd, that it was-better for him to're- 
main where he was.  Serapis had reaſon ; for 
if he had adviſed the bringing AMexander thi-- 
ther, and he had died by the way. or in the 
Temple itſelf, what would they not have ſaid? 
But if the King continnedat Babylon and reco- 
Q..4 ver'd 
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written, 
ſwer,t 


mands of. the God. Whether he , int niſh a_ 
the War, that he had undertaken, and-retarn'* 
to Rome, or not? The Godonderods: hat they? 
ſhould take a-Vine, which was one D the Of > 
ferings of the Temple, and cut it_in pieces, # 
and fo-carry. it to. Trajan. The Event, Fs. W | 
Macrobius, was conformable to the Oracle: Te fon. - 8 
Trajan dying in_this War, .his Bones, which ll 
were repreſented by the broken Vine, wen 30 
carried to Rome. - BE 
All the World knew for certain that the Em-.., 
peror deſigned to make War with the Parthi-" 
ans, and that this was the Buſineſs about which" 
he. confi ulted the Oracle : And, the Oracle was | "x4 
ſo cunning, as. to return him an Allegorical ©! 2 
Anſwer, and ſo general an one, that it not © © | 
no | 


.. but {wg -one oof theſe would-ha PPen. -- 

©," believe: the Bones of the Emperor that wer 

© carried to Rome, and by which they ex | 
_. the Oracle, were, for all that, theouly thing of 
which the Oracle never thought. -- 

This Vine es who, me in Mind of a kind of: 0- 
racle that accommodated itſelf to every thing. 
of which, as' Apulews tells us, the Prieſts of the 
Goddeſs of Syria- were the "Inventors. They 
made two'Verſes, the Sence whereof was talk; 


Two Oven yoPd roerrber cut ths Perth, 
And make the T0 produce afruiefil Birth, 


Now there was no Queſtion, which they 
' could not Anſwer with theſe two' Verſes.. For | 
if they -were (conſulted upon a_ Mar | 

was the ſame thing, Oxen yoked together 

fraitful Birth, If they were conſulted neg the 
Purchace of any Land, again, it was, Toked Oxs 
en, and fruitful Fields, If about a Journey ; che | 
Oxen yoked Saad and {0 ready wo. £9 forth, 


much- Tatlin 
cret-to wig, | TIO! 
Anfwer. . RE Ry oe eb 6d <LI RY 
_ Thoſe, who received | theſe's ambiguous: On, 
cles,” took the' iltingly to juſti 
them, by adjuſting't cot Ted 
together. And -oftentimes,” that which i 
© but one Sence (in the Intention of ofe wh 
delivered the Oracle, ) was; after "the Even 
found to have two. For the Im -miz 
be ſecure, that their Honour would be x 
ved with all the Care imagin _ thoſe ve 
Perſons whom-they abuſed. a th 
falſe Prophet Alexander'y 
what- Maſters he ſhould Provide f fir his Son 
he anſwered, that he ſhonld let him have” 
thagoras, and Homer. Riutilianus took it in't 
plain Sence, that ' he ſhould ſtudy Philoſopſi 
and Humanity. But the young Mandying wit! 
in a few Days after, they repreſented to Ruti 
anus, that the Prophet was very much miſt 
ken : But Rwutilianus found out. (with 'a very 6.7 
great deal of Subtilty) that the Death of 'h 
Son was foretold by the Oracle, becauſe it a 
pointed Pythagoras and Homer, "tw ® dead Men 
for his Tutors. "3 


- mately cve todetver their Ovacks.. 
SS r. 


& thence. < 


oF, 


this os wg ) not. a God Pay Demon, b 
| fie Chea | that had. > long deluded the - 
| they found: EN. nor "Diamons, nor 


- much as a-malancholy Shade-or obſcure 
ter; but-only ſome Hay, Straw, of Ordures; 


ia 


'or the Bones tf dead Mea, -- It-is from 
that we learn the Hiſtory ' of Theprechnus, who 
ity of Antioch, the Statue of Tr 
| Mr, God of Friendſhip, which'qu lonteſs was 
contrived to'dehver oy ſince Euſfe 
that they were Prophets belonging to this God. 
 Theotechnus, upon this Account got ſo great 
| Credit, that Maximin made him Governour of 
all 


tortured "ith the Rack; bo r "they cor 
were put to a my eat] _—Y Maſter-Th 


Torments to diſcover. the mew y, Parti ala 50 
. all the Cheats of the. Oracks, 1 f.we were. 109 
to make ont what theold MR belicyed 


= hich —_— oy their iſpute 
when they came. to particul: tiers of bu 


they ſpoke little of them, or rather « 

denied them. -. 

I cannot believe, that_we need any-t 
Witneſſes a _— the Demons, than'the Pag 
Prieſts themſelves, by whoſe Confeſſions, 
thing ſeems to.me to. be clearly made ont. s 
will only therefore add one Chapter about th 
Lots; not toYiſcover the Impoſture of t 
for that is comprehended in what we tareal 
ready faid of Oracles in general ; and bel 
' it. will be ſufficiently apparent of i its ſelf ;- 
that I may not omit a _PEcrcs: of races v 
famops i in Antiquity. 


yas *tis proba ) 
| nage the 1! 3.but if) y W 
"_ they "might een let *em fun as- they 
' wOu Id, ſince they were always Maſters of the 
Ex tion. 
The Lacedzmonians went” one 

Day to conſult the Lots of Dodona, 
—_ a War that they. were under- 

; for beſides thef] ki RE ra” 

ves, the Baſons, and:the Oracles, there 
were alſo Lots of Dotonk” \Aﬀter the Ceremo- 


nies were paſt, juſt as they Tere going g'to caſt 
the Lots, with a great deal of Reipeft and Ve- 


- neration, 
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Rotor tan on emo its Ne 

" At Antium, there were wonderful Statwesth 
moral of thannuvey, (nevortingto the T 

mony of . ue, Book 1. Chi bps, 
Ges Mot | = 
or declared whether it was rig ro © conſul 
theLots, or not. . 4 


ſent of Fortune; which i 

of Fortune could 'nod wit To 

ſome other Signs of its Wil and Þ Jeaſure, © 
We find alfo, that there were othiy Stan 

which had this" very ſame Faculty ; Drodor 

culas'and Quintns Curtins fay, that Tupiter F 

2:01 was carried by fourſcore Priefts, 'in a} 

of golden Chair of State, covered with Fe 

Canopy, from” which hnng abmadance of ns: 

Cups that made a jangling Noiſe, and that7 A hi 

was. followed by a great 'Number of Won 

.and Maids, who fung Hymns 'in” the | 

-of their Country ; - And that this God, by Tow 

Motions or Signs that he made, inftruted i 

Prieſts that carried him, which way He wot 

' have them go, 


p45. 


But Iam Þ tired with ciſporering th Chat 
of theſe Pagan , (andam per. | 
Reader is as weary 0 It as Tam. my. 0) the 
— | onſidering: __ 
was, that they. ts) _—*y1 | 
play'd all their juggling T : 

In the Eaſt, the Lots were Arrows, and to 
this Day the Turks and Arabians make uſe bf 
them in the fame manner. - The E: 
kel fays, that Nebacadonoſor ed his Ar- 
rows againſt Ammon and Hieruſalem, ant the 
PrediQing. Arrow flew towards: Hieruſalem ; 
which decided the Queſtion, againſt which Peo- 
ple he ſhould make War, _. 

In Greece and Haly, they- often drew the Lot 
from ſome famous Poet, as Homer or Enripides - 
And what firſt repreſented it ſelf at the opent- 
ing of the Book, was looked upon. to be-the 
Decree of Heaven. And Hiſtory fargiſhes us 
with a thouſand Examples of this kind;  - -: 
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Great Marcellus you ſh da be. pt F- <0 


- Here my Author: cemembers,” that 4 
; mentions the Virgilian Lot, which Pax re cond; 
ſulted concerning his Marriage: And hetudg d iges Fo 
that Place ofthe 'Book, as learned, as *tis-a« 
greeable and full of fancy ; he ſays,” that 
'Whimſies and Follies of Rabelais are many 
more. to: be. eſteemed, than the moſt * 
Diſcourſes of others. I would 'not _ qi. 
Elogy., becauſe *tis. a thing very ſin tar 
meet with, in the midſt of a Treatiſe 
that is full-of Knowledge and Erodition, » 
certain that. Rabclars. had a great deal of ? 
and Reading, and a particular Art of Writi I 
of Learned Things in a frolick and jeſting Wayy 
and of relating a thouſand ridiculous and fa a Fa 
taſtical Stories, without being tireſome: to hi , 
Reader. And tis a Misfortune that he 1 Yd Us £ 
not in an Age that would have oblig'd him toa” 4 | 
Style more Gentleman-like and Lnof cnfive, - o@ 
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"The Hi ifory if Oracles.. SE - 
Theſe. Lots were afterwards in uſe among 
| who conſulted the y Scriptures - 
thafpurpoſe, as the Pag gas ad theirPoets: | 
| in his 119th Epiſtle to  Fanuariis, 
— wholly : to diſapproye it, unleſs it - 
be done for ſome wickedor vain Nod: Gregory of . 
 Toxr« tells. us himſelf what his Pradice Was: { * "8 
_ paſs'dſaven days.in Faſting. and Prayer, £ 
_ wards he went to the Tomb-of St. Martin, 
- where he opened ſome” Book of the. Ser | 
as his Fancy led-him, and took for the A ver | 
_ of God, the firſt Paſſage which offer'd, its felf 
to'his view ; and'if this Paſſage made nothing 
_ for his Purpoſe, then"he oped the Bibk 'F 
another place.” © - FA 
Others took the firſt thing they heard ng 
| when they enter'd'into the Church, for a N- 
vine Preſage. 5.4 tie C 
"But who would believe that the Emperct 
* Heraclus, deliberating in what RE” 
_ place he ſhould Winter his Army 


ſhould determine it by this: kind: of Lot * ? He 
purify'd his Army during three Days, and af- 
\ terwards open'd the Book of the Evangeliſta, 


and there found that Albany was mark'd' out 
for his Winter-quarters. Was that an Afﬀair of 
which a-Man could reaſonably hope for a de- 
ciſion in the Scriptures ? 

At laſt indeed the Church has quite baniſhed 
this Superſtition, but it took up a great deal of 
time firſt : For when once our. Minds are poſ- 
ſeſs'd with an Error, *tis a wonder if ever we. 
will be undeceiv'd. 


The End of the Firit Diſcomſe. 
R , The 


_— 


: Fhat Oracles did-not ceaſe 


ved , that Demons Were I 
in them. - And if this be 
n Oracles. ſignifie ſo little to the Chr 
Religion , that there will be no 
tain, that | they ce; 
coming of Jeſus Chriſt. | 


K..5 ? in M0 A \Ss | he - Ne: 7 ? 

Te Reekneff of hoe Reaidas woos whe | 

*'the Opinbo, thit Oracle jel @ the 
coming of Tis Cri u font, 


t which made moſt Men believe 
_ that Oracles txas'd at the coming of 
. . Jeſus Chriſt, was the Prediction..of 
Oracles themſelves, which foretold their awn 
.: Silence, - and the Confeſſian of the :Heathens 
that liv'd about the time of Jeſus:Chriſt,” who 
. often ſpeak of their Ceflation. 
We have already ſhewn the /Falſity of 'theſe 
pretended Oracles, in which a Demon that was 
ſtruck dumb, ſaid himſelf that he was ſtruck 
dumb; -but theſe [Demors were tither feign'd 
BY by the over-great Zeal of the Chriſtians, or 
-Y too caſfily receiv'd by their Credulity, 
+ I will recite one af thoſe Oracles upan which 
1 Euſebius ſupports his Opinion, that they did - 
"YR ceaſe at the Birth of Jeſus Chriſt: "Tis taken 
from Porphyrus ; and Euſcbius never fails of ma- 
king all the advantage the can of the Teltimo- 
 nyof this Enemy. hes - 
1 will declare to you the truth concerning the Ora- 
cles of Delphos and Claros, (aid. polo to-his - 
Prieſts) In times pait there came from the Bojoms 
BY of the. Earth an Infinity of Oracles aud Fountains, 
; and Exhalations, -which inſpir'd People with Dis 
| vine. Furies ;, which the Earth, by the continual. 
; | R 2 | Chan- 


ſ 


LIT DESO L 


100 T be 6 Hit 40 "I 


Changes which Ti ;me makes i in it, has reimbibed and | 
caus'd fo. enter "1m -5ts- Falſe mtr vw. 


0, more bur the Waters of Mycale in the Didy- 
mean Fields, and the Oracles mo Cn and Par-| p- 
. naſfus. | n 
Upoa this, Falkbing: ONE 

all Oracles were then com bY 

But *tis certain that three of *em at leaſt «re © fo 
to be excepted, according to this Oracle whi } : 
he reports himſelf : But he takes: notice uy | T | 
of thoſe words that:make for his purpoſe, and 
- troubles not himſelf.-with the reſt. ; 

as beſides, does this Oracle ls tell 

, when the other Oracles'ceas'd ? not at all; =: 

the Euſebius will by all means have it .unders® 
ſtood to be at the time of the coming of. Jeſus: 
Chrift., We may commend his Zeal, but his 
manner of Arguing does not at all de 7e.0u " 
why + ee EN = _ ; 

Nay ſuppoſe that Por ; $ Oracle 
of the coming of Jeſus Chriſt, would it = 
therefore that all Oracles then ceas 'd, and h at |. I 
none remain'd ? Exſebius perhaps imagin'd tl 
this Exception ſignified little, and that it i 
ſufficient if the greateſt part of the. Oracles did 4+ 
then ceaſe ; but he is miſtaken, for if Oreck ; 
had been Ucliver'd by Demons, who by- ; 
Birth of Juſus Chriſt were condemn'd to eternal 
jilence , 4 
cepted, or privileged. So that if there was.” } 
but one Demon remaining after: the Birth: - 
Jeſus Chriſt, 1t would be ſufficient to prove i”! 
that it was not His Birth that impoſed a per-.” Z 
petual filence upon Oracles, This is.one-of 

thoſe/” 


A 


LS. 


TE» 
So oo KS 7 Ba = , i oy 
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owe 1s. 00. o_ mention Rpt 1 — of the 
leaſt difference.obf yi between, thoſe _ 
'ELe - PLORQUNC: d_hefore it. And 


e cheatiupon Peop during the ſpace x 
 hundredrYear rs,-wby could they not continne 
»Y Tr : th requeſt 
the Pagan Authors at are in 
with. thoſe Pagan Aut make us believe that 
Oracles ceag'd. at the coming of. Jeſs Chriſt, 
Plutarch is the chief: He lived ſome hundreds 
of Years after Chriſt; and has written a Dia- 
Jogue concerning the Ce ation.of Oracles, Ma- 
ny Men upon his Authority only, have taken 
vÞ their Opinions, and eſpouſed their Party ; 
and. yet Plutarch poſitively exceprs. the Oracle 
of Libadia, (that is to ſay, of Trophoniu«)) and 
of Delphos ; where, as hedays, anciently there 
was Imployment enongh for two Prieſts, and 
ſometimes for three, but in his Days one ſer- 
ved the turn. . 

Beſides, he confeſſes, that the Oracles were 
fallen to decay i in Beoria, a Country, which had 
' formerly been famons for producing a great 
Aumber of them. R 3 Al 


102 The thfory of Obaches. - 


All this, *tis true, proves: the Ceſſation of. 
ſome Oracles, and the Diminution of the ( res, 
dit of others; ' but not the tnfire Ceffation 0 of. 
all, which honever there is #n Ven ae he receſe| - 
ſity for thoſe fo prove, Who nia atain th if onthe. 

The Oracle 'of Delphos. was not 1 night F. i 

decay' in Plutarch's inie'? 4 for he t my Af te ells | 


Delphos was then far wen mepicer tha b- 4 
ver it - had beeri;- that they had ed i he - 
ancient Buildings which Time began. to ru 4 
and that they had added 6thersito it, which 
were altogether after the modern Mode that, 
there was a ſmall Town near Delphos,” which 
increas'd daily by little and Tittle, and h 
Nourifhmerit from the old City, | tke a 
Tree that ſprings from the Foot of a gre 
* one; and that this little Town was Þ com 
more conſiderable than it had been for a t 
ſand. Years paſt. But even in this Dialogut 7 
which treats of the Ceſſation of Oracles, Dy ue i 4 
tris the Cicilian, one of: the Interlocuto 
ſays, that before he be « 3'Þ his Voyage, 
 Oracles of Amphilochus and Mopſus were as, by 
Tiſhing as. ever ; but that ſince he came fr 
thence he knew not how things ſtood y 
*em. You ſee then what is-to be found inf = : 
your of the Ceſſation of Oracles at the-comi, 
of Chriſt in this Treatiſe of Plutarch, to whic S 
a multitude of learned Men referr you for } 
Proof of it. of 
Here my Author pretends, that we are: 4 
fallen into a groſs Miſtake, concerning a Paſ-” F 
fage in the ſecond Book of Divinations: : Where 
Ciera 
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. thing of this Oracle. 


| at Delphos | in "the time of Cicero. 


" io avs 
vocation. Ty | 


1 pm onounce, that Ates- 
rrhus ſhall | overcome. | 


But the Words of Cicero, chpedriuly # this 


Oracle, are theſe that follow : 


fatin. Tn the ſecond place, The Greeks thiew no- 

Thirdly, Apollo is the Heme 
of Ferrhigs had left 6 " Rhining . In fins; 
the Eacides (from w mily 


In the firft place, Ns he) Apollo never Pole 


 ſcended) were far fon being 24 


ment, or of a piercing Wit, yer the Sek anger, y 
the Oracle was ſo manife#t, tet « Fyrrbus could 


, vt chuſe but perceive it. "But why is it ſo 0- 26 


any Oracles were delivered 77 As kind at 

phos ? _ For this Reaſon it 13, that now-a-; 

thing i5 more vcd than they are. : 
It is on theſe ſt Words, that the Opinion 

is grounded, that Oracles were aot del nered | 
But my Author fays, that they are deceive 

who think fo, and that theſe Words, Why are 

there no more Oracles actroered in this kind at Del- 


R 4 phas * 


No The Hf Wor 1, == 


cles are by 4s put 10 i, >” 
rue in a9 Exbalation of cio os y 
the Pythian Priefteſ , Pa wit 
time, g One ix; Fs that they were t: 
ſome Wine that was grown flat, and that had los 
Spirits ; for what tine can conſume or. dry. up 4 
Pertue all Divine? _ And what fan be more At 
than an Exhalation from the Earth, which works” 
ſuch an Effet upon the Soul, as. to. give. it both th Z 
Knowledge of Futurity, and the Power 0 fodl bp 
felf i im Verſe, _ oY he 
It ſeems to me, that Cicero means, that : _ 
whole Vertue was intirely loſt : Whereas -h 0 
he would have acknowledged , that-a = od; 
part of is had remained, Oracles. were. iti] ll 
delivered at Delphos, tho” but i in Proſe. For. no- 
Man will ſay, that a Prophecy is nothing at 2 h, 
unleſs it be in Verſe ? ps 
I do not think, that they are fo. mightiſy 
-miſtaken , who take this Paſſage for an abſo-; 
Iute Proof of the entire Ceſſation of Oracles at 
Delphos;, but-they do ill, who pretend to draw 
any Argument from thence for attributing 
this Ceſſation to the Birth of Jeſus Chriſt. For 
the Oracle ceaſed too ſoon for that, ſince it ap- 
pears by this very Paſſage, that It ceaſed a Jong, 
time before Cicero, | 
But | 
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all this, the = thing was. not in truth 

cero ſeems to underſtand it in this place ; 

mielf,-in his firſt Book of Divinations, 

is Brother untus, who ſands v , for 
6:5peak in” this manner * 7- ry ape 


Gy bet) clier: the Oracte-of Delphos' 


page: of famons, and had never rectived Na 
rs: from Kings 'and all forts of. wh 


ny Offerings | from 
Fo the. Trach 9 Its Prediftions. had mot | | 


"Now indeed it is nat ſo famous, 


—__ Pre ions ar te irue-. Avid pp on w__ fi : 


;f they had not been once, extremely rrue , Ir 
have been ſo. mighty famous hererofor 


«it was. "But (which is yet a ſtronger Proof ) 


if as 7 Plutarch relates in his Life) 
| al Hogdeghegs Delphos 


obliges ns:to-grant, "that & ig the ti 
_ It was conſu ulted. 


rob The Biftory of Ori 


CnuavpP, I. - 


Why the avcient_Autbore contredifted. eu 
other, very. bite” rent time ofthe cf 
ſarion of- Oracles, þ Þ 


pgs it may be objected, How toidds 
to paſs then, that in the fifth Hon. 'Þ 
| Tents Phaſalia, we find this” Account of th 
Oratle of Delphos ? The Oracle off Delpho: $, 
which bas bees ſilent © evtr fr? reat Min 
faid of what was to come to ahl forb 
the Gods. ſhould detlare it, fp or torfule 
#. all thoſe Favours of Heaven, whinh | _buer Ae 


we a Uittfe after APP 
t9 know the Defy of Tt - ay, 


certain dur - Serce the Oracles pron 0 more} i 
Delphos —Y 
In fine, Whence comes it, that among the” 
Authors of the ſame Age, we find ſome, who! | 
fay, the Oracle of Delphos ſpeaks no more; and 
others that ſay, he ſpeaks ſtill ?. And wk nee. 
comes it, that the me Author ſometimes” 


contraditts himſelf- fo - often upon this Sub-" 
Ject * - 
The Reaſon moſt certainly is, becauſe Ora: 
cles were neither in their ancient Reputation, . 
nor yet were, they abſolutely ruined : So that” 
one may well ſay, that, in compariſon of what 
they. 


fir Jiftant back. So he Oracle had” 


ereion been once abandon'd already, a: - 4 
are ſure, that afterwards it was very well re- 
 eſtabliſh'd. But, after: this, the .Tem le of 
| ' Delphos underwent divers MiSfortones : It was 
plundered' by a Thief deſcended from: Phlegine, 

ol, (rpg Xt = 
2 nes by ero; , and laſt O | 264 


maſſacred, or pO 
don 'd, the Sacre "A 
muſt of neceflity rot Care, 
and Tirne, to rig out theſe  Orarles again 1 fit for 

Holy Uſe. 
All this then may be poſſible, that Cicero 11 
his Youth conſulted the Oracle of Delphos, that 
COrIng 


« were loſt, an 


> 


| _ har les the - 1d of th 

cero writ his Book ©! Philoſophy, it 

gin' to_be re-eſtabliſhe d. O.much,. as ' 
uintus Tay it was ſtill in, oO Worl, 

{> little, that Cicero might fuppols that 
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The Hiſtory of the Duration of the Orac "oo 
of Delphos, and ſome ancient Oracles. * 3 
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W E cannot better prove, that about. "4 | 
| time of Jeſus Chriſt, to which the fiz+ . 
lence of the Delphick Oracle is fo uſually referrd,* 
it did not altogether ceaſe, but was only inten) i 
rupted, than by ſetting down all the different 


— that we find it op of ſpeaking | 
nce 


. 


Sue- | 4 | 


IT on 

fa ad Ye 
; Greg; care of ſeyenty three hoanp and: that- 
| thereupon Nero beliey'd, he ſhould not die till. 
that Age,-and never though of old Gabba, who- 
F- being eventy three Years old took his 
from him: 'For he was ſo conceited of his long 
Life and: Fortune, \that having loſt-in a | 
FN Ship-wra things of a'very- & hay Pay 2 he 

ung ig the Fiſhes would bring * em back to 


we if certainly Ned.either receiv'd from the 
Oracle of s ſome other Anſwei that ſeg m'd 
{Wl leſs favourable to him, or was dif | 
I that he was deſtin'd to liye-no longer: than ſe- 
ror foray genie Ba — ROE have 
t00 m the-Frieits © 
Cirrbean Fields, to give them to his + of _— 
Soldiers. He alto. took from the  Panſanins.. 
Temple.more than five handred Statues, ſome 
of Menz:and, ſome of Gods, but all of] Braſs; 
and to Pre phane or for ever aboliſh the Oracle, 
he caus'd ſeveral Mens Throats to'be cut at the 
very Mouth of the Sacred Cavern, where _- 
Divine exhalation iſſued forth. -- + - 

That the Oracle after ſuch an' Adventure. a as 
this, ſhould be mute till the Reign of Domirier, 
and, as Fuvenal ſays, ſhould-ſpeak no more, is 
not at all to be wonder'd at. _. 

And yet *tis impoſlible it could. be altoge- 
ther mute from the time of Nero to that of Do- 
mitian ; for obſerve what: Philoſtratus fays i in 


the-Life of Apollonius Tyanets, who came to the _ 


Court of Domitian : Apollonius viſited all: the 
Oracles of Greece , chat of Dodona , that of 


. Del- 
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The Hey of Ora. 1 
: nt pe; I PH 5 made Y ofrins tray Or 

mbich he delivers in the midf# of Greece ;- 1 
ſwers thoſe who conſult. him as _ ave 
your ſelf, in very few wor words, and 

hjs Anſwers with Fradicis: peers 5m 

ry eaſie for bim to make Parnaſſus-: 
: 8 Courſe of Cephiſos, -and to charge yr 
of Caſtalia into Wine ;, "but be tells the ana, 
and does not amuſe himſelf, to-make an: uuprofit 
 ſbew of his Power, *Tis very nt enrl 
boftratus ſhould expe to have the Brentanny 
lue ſet upon this Apollo, 'becanſethe was no g 
Worker of Miracles. 'But 1 think there 1 orb 
in this place ſome ſecret Poiſon againſt 
.Chriltians. | ; 

We formerly acquainted you, / that. inf he 
time of Platarch, who lived under, Trajan, thi 
Oracle was yet in being, but reduc'd'toc 20 ihe 
gle Prieſteſs, tho” in elder times it had two 
three. Under | _Aurian, Dion Chryſo = 
that he conſulted the Oracle of Delphos, 
lates one of its Anſwers, which ſeem'd to] 
to be very intricate, and which was ſo indej N 

Under the Antonini, Lucian ſays, thataÞi alt 
of Tyana, went to demand of the falſe P : 
Alexander, if the Oracles that were deli V - l 
then at D:dymz, at Claros, and at Delphos, "wall 


indeed the Anſwers of Apollo, or Impoſt rs. 
Alexander, who had a regard for theſe. by or 


which were ſo like his own, anſwered-thet 
that it was a Secret not fit for him-to |} 
But when this wiſe Prieſt demanded 'whi 


ſhould be after his Death, he was anſive = 


[oY WO / F 
Sn Aa  £Aizzctecza attoc ic Wt. " 


he fd &., 2 a. Mad > 


yr 602 Dp was mea 
ns by the Africer, Levers Sayes- 


_ anſwer'd, The Blood of the White 
- World. Then it was demanded, How 


s ; and by the White, 


z, 


Chl. Albinus.. bt w AS] 
remain Maſter of the 


ſhall - be fpilt-, and the Apican foal. govern the | 
time 


oat govern ? pur Pogo, "He ſhall 
S_ 


Ie of Italy with-rmenty though 
be may croſs the Sea. x Ape lngs 


a — Severus ſhould reign twenty Years. 


Here the Oracle reſeryv'd to it ſelf an obſcure. 


Meaning, to have recourſe to-in time of-ne« 
But yet in the times when Delphos was moſtfta 
riſhing, there were never better or more fub- 


| ſantial Oracles than theſe. 


Wefind nevertheleſs, that Clemens dhewautre- : 
2s, in his Exhortations to the Gentiles, which 
he compoſed, either . under Severus, or about. 
that time, ſays very plainly, that the Fountain 
of Caftalia, which belonged to the- Oracle of 
Dov, and that of Colophon 

Prophetick Fountains, had at laſt, tho' it were 
late firſt, loſt their fabulous Vertags, 


- Per» 


and all the other _ 


ba}. he Hitry of of Oracle) 


Perhaps i in that time,” theſe Oracles were f 
len into one'of thoſe 'Silences; ' 
were ſo ſubje&t by latervals : 
cauſe they were no more ink putafic 
Mens Alexandrinus thought fit to ay, 
totally-ſilenced. wn Me Mons 
*Tis certain, that under Conſtantins, 
ther of Conſtantine, and doring the? Youth 6 
Conſtantine, Delphos was not ruined ; - c 
 Eufebius writes in the Life of ' Cor aritine, th 
he faid that there was then a Report, that A 
 pollo had delivered an Oracle, not by the'Mou 1 
of a Prieſteſs, but from the bottom of the ob 
ſcure Cavern, which ſaid--- That the Fult A 
who were upon Earth,-were the cauſe that he cc 
not ſpeak truth. A very pleaſant Reaſon this i 
Beſides, the Oracle of Delphos muſt then neceſlas 
rily be in a very miſerable condition, 4i nce 
could not maintain one Prieſteſs. * "a 
-- "But this Oracle received a terrible Blow. 1 
der Conſtantine, who commanded, or: ſulfered 
that Delphos ſhould be pillaged. Then, ſays Ext 
ſebins in the Life of Conftantine, they produced 
the open View of all the People, in the Publick Plas 


ces of Conſtantinople, thoſe Statues mhich the E _ + 


BE 


rors of Men had cauſed to be ſo long time the Objels E * 
of Veneration and Worſhip ;, here Apollo Pythin! al  E 
chere Sminthius : The Tripodes were expoſed it 
the Circus, and the Heliconian Muſes in g- Pa 
lace, to the Railleries of all the World, © | 
| But after all this, the Oracle of Delphos ez cart 
*7h:0ree, - 3nto credit once again; for the-Emt 
peror * Fulian ſent to enquire of if, 
about the Expedition, that he was deſigning a: = 3 
gainſt the Perſians. If the Oracle of Delphos Aid oo | 
: con». 1 
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taing, accom 

tion made of this great Trembling of the 
Earth, neither by Sozomenas, not T noe in 
IN 


a mighty Earth-quake. ' But there is no men- 


- 


ir 6x57 SRSa Sas. 


that was gs upon the Altar.. Babi 
permitted. to.ask this; Oracle any ( Queſtio, 
_cerning -Death. or Marriage.” Theſe 
ReſtriQions.were ſometimes foun, 
particular Hiſtory-of t 

time perhaps had an + 

king an Averhon to certain t] 

am-alſo of Opinion, .. that they.m 

come from the... Succeſs, Ted + 
ſwers had, that were delivered: by tl 
concerning, fome particular. Matters... 

* 206, _-* Under Awe, ons 

1%. Year of Chriſt 2.72 
nians being, xevolted, conſulte 


g % x x : _ 
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mer, of whic 
Id Man! It is 
Men :; 


| b left, a. 

» of no great. Reputa-" ' 
tion, named Beſas, delivered Oracles 89 0% 500 
"in Anſwer to Letters at Abydum,. a' was. » 
Town in theConfines of Thebais, nn- 
; der the Empire of Conſtantians. ' For there were- 
"ſent to this Emperor certain Letters, which 
had been left upon the Altar, in the Temple | - 
- of Beſas; upon which he began to make a very. 
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litively Ve. 
Fs Gag 


are IE. to. em; for 


- feiting of. Anſwers, 
were 1n being. when thoſe ref ona were] 
tended to be delivered by them; and tis ni 
Plain by the Hiſtories, which ſo, many Ant the 
ave. written of *em, that they did not-be clic 
that they were wholly filenc'd'in their Days 
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ation, .not only. 


particular In 
Y biting all kinds of Fortune-telli 
- or other was always inquiring abo; 
 ſtiny, and efpecially;to know who was to I 
--the next-Succeſſor, RI OREs Ppon the flap- 
3 


tery of theD Di 
| te own Claim to 


$ ing. pas OPer 
les, "which; wore 


' mer time ne pp the A ings Das. 


lian went farther, and would-- | 
the Prophet of the Didymeait Oracle; f 
thought Looald. be a means of vinging 
cies into Credit again, which then / 
much Contempt: _ As he was Emperoits 
( Pontifex Maximus, or) chiefeſt Prieſt; T 
 -the Emperours . had not. been ac Hut om 
make any great uſe of this Sacerdotal Di 
di13 he was. reſolved to make it more t 


Shame; that! whitit" the: Jews'a 
neintain'di:n6t only theiv-on.Po 
a5 ere dig org j the 


qt Pr 2s private | 


he ives the Rabies leave: 
ey. will.) >: -- So 
re, and: this Eon chth 
would. ave put ſome ſtop to-the Rui 
igion z but it pleaſed God-to « 
him off; before he had Rei ned two Years. / mn 
| Fovian, who ſucceeded him, began to ende & 
vayr zealonſly the Deſtruion of Heatheni 
. but jn the ſeven; Months of his Reign it 
| > pen for him to make- any great-P 
reſs. -- SE as 
Valens, who had the -Eaſtern- Empire, ,"8A 
Liberty of: Conſcience to all Men to-wor 
what Gods they liſted, and was hjmf 
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that had ne. | 


uns he us, 
to be- full of ſecret 


on the Eaſt ſide of the ' there was a lit 

tle Window, "thrdugh-whl 00 cer | 
\- . of the Year, the Sun-beams ' ng, Tell Ju 

upon the Mouth of Serapis - * 

an Image of the Sun "made of Iron was b 

in, which being attraQed' 0ac 


unleſs. they- 
| Publick, - But that 


This a an old Veſtal V it 


dofins,, - C 
atbtiſhtent of tho/Privitees of the Vs & 
at of io Met of Viary"in the'Gapht 
bot all/the- Wir hat Vigou 
Autbroſe op | 


Pagaiiſm, | Amprof | we 
why the Pagans" are nof contented: with hi ly 


*” o 
”, 
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"_ Poblick nets, Fortieo mary ts = 


on td, have the. 

ther Eyes, the: HMefock i in _ E, 

their Throats, : and the Tncenfe. in their Logs 
Nay, ever when Rome Was rvaoen 
ces, in the Reign of Honoring: was Tye 
Idols; Zoſmus'complains; that: 

Siiog, to-the.Ruin of that unhappy 
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» 


| an wich IP ha caſed to ages, nade for the 
5 J, LE in Ihria, which was call ; 
to his Fe) 


| þ ng dune of the Gods of a falſe Religio. 
was ſurely, much worſe than to be the Pontifex 
fennel of it. . Now the Heathens ereQted the 


man: - And they 
might, ſeei they made the City , of Kome a © 
Goddefs, os, 15 Emperors, Theodoſuns and Ar- 
f; tho? Bugs were Chriſtians , permitted 
| Gymmac w, that great Defender of the, Hea- 

En Religion, to give them the Title of (Ye 
' fra Divinitas, or) your Divinity: Which could 
| be only taken in. the Sence, aid acco:Uing; to 
the Cuſtom of the Pagans. Andi in fome_In- 
{criptions, which were et. u w in Honout' of ' 
Arcadius and Honorius, theſe following Words 
are to be found : Devorus Numins Majeſtatiq, 
trum ;, that is, Devated to their Divinity. and 
Mage 

But the Chriſtian  Eniperors went farther 
than the bare receiving of thoſe Titles ; for 
they gave them to themſelves: As a rs by 
the Conſtitutions (or Laws) of Theodofins, Va- 
_ lntinian, Honorius and Arcadin ; Whetein they 
F ſometimes call their Edits, Heavenly Srarwtes, 
$ and D:vine Oracles: And > metimes they ſay 
£ expreſly, The mot happy Expedition of our Di-- 
_ 95, &c. 
TY tt may be faid, that this was nothi but 
= the Stile "5 the Court of woe . but i was 
6 | CEC'= 


Komagances ſhould become fo: 


eyery Bodies Mouth. . 
The Truth is that Flattery, which $a 


are ſo apt to Gogh Toe upon their' 


the wh Fondneſs f> which Princes ave = >] 
Praiſe, made the Cuſtom of ufing theſe Expreſs 


fions, laſt longer than it ought to have-don e. 


confeſs that the Flattery and the Fondneſs i int 4 is tis | 


caſe were each of them very extra 

its kind : And it is no wonder, fince they a 
things uncapable of being lic imited to | 
Bounds. ' That a Man ſhould be in e: 


when he gives another Man the- Title « 7 | ; 


God is hard to conceive, and yet the freq 
cy takes of the- Wonder ; but that this N 
ſhould accept the Title, and that with ſo m 


Eaſineſs, as: by degrees to come to the gin _ 


of it to himſelf (and all this while have a1 | 
Notion of what-is truly called God.) - 


I fay,. is a thing that I know not how Re zine 
{Tuch an; Account” of, as will ſave the Ho our- 


of Human Nature. 


As for the Title of Poptifex Maximus, I io. | 
not. ſee what was in it, that could flatter the” 
Vanity, of the Chriſtian Emperors into the ma«#” 
king it ſo much their Intereſt to conſerve.it'# 


But, perhaps, they thought that it was of 


uſe for the imprinting of a reſpe&ful-Awe "0 


the Minds of thoſe that were ſtill of the- 


then Religion ; Or, it may be, they” pleated; 
them- 


, 


common-a way of ſpeaking, that they w Te: 
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themſelves with the Supremacy over Oritians, 


- whietiunder the Ambi y of that Title 
affimed 6 themſelves. : 


tain Occaſions they? 


rerfivade- us; that the i uitted their 7 
Pretenſions to this Title, ont of Refpe 


} - the Pope; who, it ſeems, bes gan tos SE 
F || henſive that: they might” make " Uſes of it 


**But it is* not ſo ſurprizing by far, to ſee. 


5 theſe Heathen Remains continue for ſome time 
Y -in the Chriſtian Rehgion, as to ſee what was 


moſt barbarons, extfavagant, and dire&ly op-- 
polite to Reaſon and the common Intereſt, of 
Mankind, keep fuch firm footing, as to be the 


: - laſt that left"the' Field of all the Pagan Super= 
Y fitions, I mean, Human Sacrifices, That'Re- 
' lipion was certainly very -Fantaſtical and full _ 


'Variet ty; for it conſiſted of ſome things ex-- 
ttemely frolick, and others no leſs monrnfal. 
It one place, the Ladies go to the Temples in . 


| | :fitof Devotion, to offer their Favours to'the 


feſt Comer : And in another plrce, the ſame 
Devotion cauſes:the Throats of Men to be'eut 
won an "Altar. Theſe deteſtable Sacrifices / 


3 I wee praftiſed' by all Nations : The Grecians' 
; | ctlebrated them,” as wel} as the Scythians, tho* 


ndt' ſo often ; 'and' the Romans (for all- that 
they obliged the Carthaginians, in a Treaty” 


of Peace concluded between them, "not" to Sa- 


cifice their Children to ' Saturn, according to. 
the Cuſtom derived from” their Anceſtors; the | 


"RN tieznicians, yet)- did themſelves every Year & 
 Foffer up a Man to Jupiter Latialis, Enſebins 


cites Porphyri for this, as _ thing ſtill in _ 
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in his Days. unto Pr io 
, and the other. in <heandg ) -] 

the fourth Ch e. are Evidences of the: ume 4 

:each of them for his own time.- -The k 
Ceremonies, that were ſo full of Horrour, laſts 
ed as Jong as the Superſtition of Oracles, wh rf 
was only liable to the aq are of Spud he ' | 
and fond Crodulity: = | 


> ©. cnar”y: 


That if Heatheniſm hal not been col 
- get Oracles would have ceaſed; 
fir# particular Reaſon WO 


He Downfal of. Heatheniſm, when© hr os 0 | 


| ſtianity triumphed over it, " could-do 
lefs than involve Oracles in the common 8 
with its ſelf : But it may be farther aſtertal Y 
that Chriſtianity, even- before it became the 
reigning Religion, was an irreſiſtible Enelj 
to Oracles ;, for the Chriſtians made it their: 
ſineſs to diſabuſe Mankind, and diſcover” = _ | 
ſtures. And yet if the Chriſtian Religion ha Nl 
never been, Oracles would for other. Reaſons: | | 
have loft their Credit by degrees, and at: all 
have quite fail'd. WP -\, 

It was obſerv'd that they began to degene-. 
rate from the very time when they left - F.gi-- 
ving their Anſwers in Verſe. Plutarch., has 
written a Tra& expreſly to enquire about the. 
reaſon of this Change, wherein Dm 2g. to. 
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the faſhion-.of Greek Authors) he ſets down 
«4 that: md: be; Maid on. this Suble&, either 
4 poof em Firſt. he ſays, That: the God 
2 | who i ires the: Pythian Prieſteſs proportions 
-- himſelf to- her. Capacity, and does not anſwer 
« F in Verſe:by-her,” unleſs-ſhe have a natural Fa- 
23 | olty that 'way ; for the. PrediQion only be-. 
TY longs to 4pollo, -but the manner of Expreſſion 
'Y to the Prieſteſs. Thus it- is not the Fault of 
the Muſician, af he cannot make as good Melo- 
dy with a @Cittern as with a Lute; for the 
Property of the Inſtrument muſt be conſider- 
ed. Suppoſe, it had-been the Cuſtom. for wie 
| Oracle to deliver its Anfwers in writing, could 
p & ne reaſonably deny that- Apollo i inſpired. em, 
Y unleſs the Prieſteſs wrote *em in a fair Hand. 
F The Soul. of 'the Propheteſs, when united to 
Nl polo, is like an innocent Maid when ſhe-is 
"Y firſt Married, who. is ignorant hoth of the Plea- 
j- fire and the Duty. of ker new-Gondition, - 
But why then did the Ancient Prieſteſles al- 
ys anſyerin Verſhs: dee mg pen 
irgiz Souls, 2d-to Apollo ? T9 
this Platarch —_ firſt of all, -That exen the 
ancient Prieſteſſes did now and. then ſpeak in 
f Proſe. . And beſides this,-in old times all Peg» 
-'N ple were born Poets; ſo that, as. he tells us, 
they had no ſooner. drank 2 little freely,.-but 
"F they made Verſes ; they had mo fooner: caſt 
"their Eyes on a handſom Woman; but they 
were all- Poſie, and their very common: Diſ- 
- | courſe fell naturally. into Feet-and Rhime :- So 
FF fhat their Feaſts and their Courtſhips. were the 
" | tnoſt deleQable things. in the, World; 'But- 
|} row this .Poctick Genius deſerted arr 
3 OG 
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kind : and tho*” our Paſſions" be" as irdont" 1 
thoſe of our Anceſtors,” and'we talk 'as' B | 
as they did, 'yet Love at” preſent creeps'i 
humble Proſe. -And even all the Sorrareſes ah 

. Platoes; whodiſcontfed fo-much concerning th 
agreeable Paſſion, had not the leaft SKIILIPog 
Ya: all this hike? $66 ch Faney and 
little Truth in it; to deſerve a ſetious BAN 

But Plutarch oives us another gc 

| has ſomething more of Probability; which 
' this, That the Ancients wrote: always! in Vi þ 
whether 'they treated of Religion,” Moralit 
Natural Philoſophy/or Aſtrology: I Al 
Heſiod, whom every Body acknowledges 
Poets, were Philoſophers alfo ;- and” Þ armies 
des  Xenophanes, Empedocles, Endoxus, and Th tes! 


whom all Men own for Philoſophers, wa -) . 


ets too. - It 1s very ſtrange indeed that Pot 


' ſhould be elder Brother-'to Proſe, She tha | ; 


Men did "not at firſt light upon the molt i 


ral and eafie way of expreſſing their Thong a | ; 


but it is very - probable, that ſince 'all-t 


Writings were as ſo-many Precepts,” they wit 


ſhap'd into meaſured Lines, that they mig 


be the more eaſily remembred, and therefols 
all their Laws and their Rules of Mordli 


were in Verſe. By this we may ſee that 
try had a muck more ſerious beginningt 
uſually imagin'd, and- that the Muſes: 
late Days mightily deviated from: their's 
nal Gravity. Who would imagine cul 
old Statutes ſhould by right have been writ 
in Metre, and Chaucer's Tales in Proſe?- 


wi a neceſſity ca, ſays Phitareh, Tot 
ane 


— 


Me: 7 on. ack at. 0 


The Hiftory of Oracle " —_— 
ancient Oracles ſhould: be deliver'd in'Verſes, 
fince all Matters of importance wereſ6; for Apollo 


ly was then willing to follew the Mode of- thoſe 
1H Times, and-when Proſe came afterwards tobe 


-- being in' the Faſhion ſill 
:of | > Opinior my ſelf, and believe. 
that [Oracles at firft -gave/ their Anſwers in 


Verſe, both that they /might be more eafily 


remembred, and to comply with the Cuſtom. 
which had-condemned ol Pro toe uſed only 
trival Diſcourſes. / But Hiſtory and Philoſophy 
began to ſhake oF thoſe uſeleſs Chains- about 
the Reign of Cyrus #®For Thates, 'who'lived at 
that time, -was one of the laſt Poetick F | 
phers ; but {pot continued to ſpeakiin Verſe till | 


bout Pyrrhus's Days,as Cietro informs ns, which 


was abont. two hutidredand-thirty Years after 


Gra. 'Whence it'appeats, that Poetry being 


ſuitable to the Dignity of Oratles, it was 
retain'd in Uſe-at Delphoz, as long as it was 
poſſible 5 till” at laſt plain Proſe- getting. the 


Vidtory: banifi'd it quite-from thence. . 
|,» Pluterch could hard y. be in earneſt, wha he 


ſaid, That Oracler were therefore at-laſt'pro- 
nounced- in Proſe, becauſe People began to re» 
quire clearer Anſwers, and to be weary of the 
miſterious Bombaſt' of: Verſes. | For whether ix 
were the 'Gods, or but the Prieſts that: ſpoke, 

[would ", know how Men durlt acyuſe” em 


© | of Obſcurit 


"But he has more Probabllity on his: ide; D 
when he eoviends, that-Prophetick Verſifyi 
fell into 'Contempt, by heing in uſe amo 
thoſe Fortune-tellers, who ttroling: about the | 
High-ways, were conſulted by thy” Rabble: 

ÞF 4 N ow, 


436 A, 


Noy, the Prieſts who belonged-to. the Temy 
ples, 'ſcorn'd to-uſe RE dei ons) 
mon--with fey is for--they-. thou ghk | 
themielves-to he an  SCAVED AOTLL 
Fortune-tellers ; ' 
rence, I'll aſſure: you; invthis-great! Afﬀairi]6 
But Platarch reſerves his true Reaſon: 
which is, That in former:times. Mer 
- conſult at Delphps, only about Matters (nf 
higheſt Conſequence; as Wars; Building ok df: Ge | | 
ties, Intereſt of -Kings and! Commonwealth ul 
whereas pow a-days,; ſays/h -every: ondi any 
Perſon runs: thither to, ask-the- Onbbe lt hay 
ſhall Marry ? If they ſhall-buy.a'Slave _— 
ſhall-thrive by.their- Trades and apr ny 2; 
lends, thither, tis only to -enquireg;Whet 
COiEns Lands will yield a-good- FC 3 mma 
Cattle increaſe ?- Theſe: Queſtions: deſerv 
the. trouble, of an- Anſwer in; Vexſe+z:f6 
Apollo ſhould take that Pains, he: would belik 
thoſe Saphilters, who labour: \mightily to: 
their. Learning, when there / 1$7NO-; proper-M 
caſion for it. 114 hor © =; 


2 By I come. to: that hich. aud the moſt c 
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Cauſe of the Ruine of 'Oracles: :Thed R9 q i 


mans -made-themſelyes: Maſters of-all. Gra 


PINA - by Alexanac | be 
ors ;.and as ſbon-as the Grecians: had! u bt: | 
mitted.:to the Roman Yoke,: from. which: hay: - 


had no hopes of- being ever free, they we 


longer agitated with, the continual Diviſia . 
- and-Quarels which-had wont to: haraſs'thoſe 


Petty oh States, whoſe Intereſts, were ſo mightily} 

z- for-their common Maſters n ade: 

*emall quiet;and Peace was the Produc ofth '; 
Ver 
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gle jithat the Prieſts would, 
give't Y that the 'of: pk. 
Verſe, when'they found their Trade fell 


| imd the Profit of | our hot worth the while 


::- And as: the: Romans did the-Oract 
prejudice:'by the Peace' which they nn 
Greece, ' ſo-they did-them more by-the fight 


F Efteeni which they had of *em themfely & 


their Folly-did notlye in that-way; 'they addie 
ed themſelves only to wet ond dibyls 


TY ad 0/ the Tuſcan Div 


of Birds, -and+ the Entrails'of £ 


-Now-the Maxims atd-C dpinlots of the Or 
eaſily obtain amongſt” the” Conquerett# 4 
- therefore it-is no-wonder th it:Oy it 

'a Greek Invention; ſhould follt 


Greece; andithat- as with: er 
Proſperity, {o Wales MS : ak y 


"Glory." 


But; Los adf this, we muſt ackno 
there :were ſome” Oracles its Traly.”' Fiber 
Sutronius\ ſays , went: to the” Oracle of Gb 


Rear Paduey where there was a cx pong 


then they were ants 
"i. Hhele, Lots. 'of, Pro 


E Tomple Bras ns ends 
Par pa rh/ otonrtg Roman tabie 
bis Dnolgyes was Preſence and. the Pro 


| z about it," there” are. ſeveral ti 
chynly in ſome of which there ore Fountains 4 
Springs : for Qlitumnus i, «s it were," 'the Fax 


of many other - little Rivers which : joyn. SEO: i 4 
Streams, There is « Bridge which ſeparates ty 


Sacred Part of theſe I aters from the: Prophane, 


bove this Bridge Men may only go un: Boats; 3 


betas thopany hugh phonons inthe River. - 


is the only River of my a tance that was | 
 Oracular, for they. had ot Buſineſs. to dy 
than to. turn Fortune-tellers.  {__ Kat... 


But there were Oracles at Rome it fa. 
not e£/culapins one in his Temple which 1 


in an Iſland inthe River Tiber ?' There: "Is 


been found at Reme'ra piece of a Marble- 
wherein the Miracles of eAſculapins are Cn; 


: 


CE EEE Oro" W_ TP * 


end 1 | Diſceles Withogls 
the Gol preſerives 40 the ek Pe 
' Pine-apples und Hony, with Wine 


form of the Letters and —_ elling Ao not at all 
ſeem to be from the hand of ſome Grecian Scul-- 
ptor. © Beſides, tho? it be true, that the'Ro- " 
mans made - their Inſeriptions in Latin, yet 
they made ſome few in Greek clichly when 
they had ſome particular reafon for it. Now 
it is very probable, that no other Lan; 4 
but Greek was-uſed in the Temple of * ſees 

us, becauſe 'he was- originally a Grecian 56h 
and brought to Rome in that great Plague, O 


which every one von the Story, 
Thus 


- 


bs _' Hifory of Orachr; 
was. not of ſee that'the Oracle of 
a gone | Laſtitution 4 ef io 


DL itbe, the nas natzeſs of the MY -EY 
d it ſelf; makes but a 'of thoſe 
| _ Exception th the gs a ye TY r 

Iyin- Phyfick JRONAKe: I ENEIG 


Entrails of Rn Ts the SE Re i nd tþ 
vaſt number qooy all: 
People of Gods fell.into ( And fo 
World dT oegs that 
ens 47; achlafe to conſult! 
em, 
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ant Subjedts to. conſult the God of Delphos 
hte dee is true; BT we mult. alſo 'ob- 
ſerve that, about the Alexander . the. 
worry M3" 45 Ee Day the \ 


phers, ori Peripnk ticks and Epicure- 
ans, who made.a Mock of Oracles, The Epicu- 
reans eſpecially made Sport with. the. paltry 
Poetry that-came from Delphos. For the Prieſts 
hammered out their Verſes as well. as they 
cath and they oftentimes committed Faults 

rainſt the common Rules, of Proſodia.. Now 
thoſe fleering Philoſophers were mightily con- 
cerned that Apollo, the yery. God of. Poetry 
ſhould come ſo far behind Homer, who was but - 
a meer Mortal; and was beholding to the ſame by 
Apollo for his 5 Inſpirations. 

It 


It was to litfle wet A to inks the matter ih 
by ſaying, that-the badneſs'of the Verſes.y 
kind of qa that _ — made b 


God, who nobly ſcorn'd 
ayd tobe confirted to brcs PILE omg ng. 
For this made no impreflion'upon'the Fran 
phers; who, to turn his Anſwer into Ridic 
compared it to the Fern et Painter who k 
ing hired to draw-'thePifture of -# Horſe ty 
bling on- -his Back upon the Grotnd; drew v 
 Funning full ſpeed: and wherhe was ld.th 
this-was not fuch a-Pidure as was bel] 
torned it upſide: down, and- them: 2if £ 
Horſe did- wot et tp ie ack ow: Th 
theſe Philoſophers” jeered. fuch * kh rr 
by a way of: argning that ' wonld:-ferve both 
ways, could equally prove that the Verſes wer o | 
made by a God, whether they were good 0 
: So that at ledgth the Prieſts of Delphos ring 
quite baffled with the Railleries of thoſe learns ! 
ed Wits, renounced all Verſes,at leaſt as tothe 
fpeaking them from the Tr:pos ;, for there wer | 
ſtill ſome Poets maintain'd in the Temple, who - 
at leiſute turned into Verſe, -what the Divine 
Fury had inſpired the Pithian Prieſteſs with E1 
in Proſe. It was very pretty, that Men could” 
not be contented. to take the' Oracle juſt as it” 
came Piping hot from the Mouth of their on £1 
But perhaps, when they had c ES 
way for it, they thought it would look filly to 
to carry home an Oracle in Proſe. 
Nay the Gods, being willing to keep up the - 
uſe of Verſes as long as ever they could, did. 
"now and then ſtoop to borrow 2 line or two _ 
out 


aomrmnroYo 


——_ T_T z-$S-W 


. ri Bi o of Girls: 143 
- out © Homer ;, e Poetry, it ſeems, / was 
Y' better than- their. own... ' Of this- there are /a« 
j i tandance of Examples :- but, both this+bor= 
| —_— and keeping Poets at ſtahd= 
ages in their Temples, may well paſs for” 

wo Arguments that DR. natural Poctry of” 
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ix ww por, 
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i Se oat into the Wo Phil 
phy had nt yet appear as, 


gy cumſpetion. 


144 The Hiſory of Oraclts; 


Cas” VII. 


The latt pertievbar C me if the Cee 
of Oracles. 


| e Cheats of Oracles were fo groſs, tha 
[ at laſt they'were: diſcovered by-a thoi 


| ſand ſeveral Accidents. 1 ſuppoſe that Q» 
cles were at firſt entertained” with Greed 
and Joy, becauſe that nothing could be n 
. convenient than to have Gods always od. 
hand to anſwer every Queſtion that bt 
ſuggeſted by Uneaſineſsor Curioſity : AndIif: 
ſie,that it was with a great deal ReluQancy th 
People parted with this ſu ; Cove 
cy; and that Oracles would never have cont 
to an end as long as Heatheniſm laſted, If th 
had not been the moſt jimpertinent T hin 
the World, But at laſt Men were fo E | 
yield to their own Experiences and ſuffer then | 
ſelves to be diſabuſed. C1 
To this the Prieſts gave no ſmall he 
the extreme Impudence which they A. 
the Exerciſe of their falſe Miniſtry ; for the” 
thought that things were brought to ſuch q i0 F 
Point, that there was no Occaſion for any Cir gl 
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I fay nothing of the Waggiſhneſs of the on 
cles, which they ſometimes delivered : For W- 
Oe REAR. oy ple, * Toa Man that came 430 F# 

-—- ak of the Deity, What be roy 2 J 
to grow ale wo He anſwered .very pleaſantly, I 
That he need do no more than get all the Land be-: 


ole lofty Towe r 
oof Fel Þ ylon; 


< of ws mar eh of Patara'in Ly: 
me the mult firſt” take a 
alone'in the Temple,-wh 
(forſooth) 70 5»ſpire ber. 
All theſe- things were praftiſed during 
darkeſt Miſts of Fagan, and in\times when 


were not. to be contra- 
V, © > © ate; 


Heathen Ceremonie 


- 


196 : The Hiſary if ke: 


diced ; "hank; in the view of- the very Chrif 
| themſelves Saturn of Alexandria had Tui v We 
men brought in the Night to his Temple,” y 
| he thought fit to chuſe: by: the, Moſith © 5 
Prieſt Tyramms. Many: Women had receiyy 
this Honour with a great deal. of devout. | R 
TpeR, and'none of them made-any Comp 2 , 
of Saturn, tho he. was the oldeſt and the. le 
Gallant of all-the Gods. Bat at. laſt-: oy 
one, who having had her Night's Lodgi ag 
the T emple, conſidered with her ſelf, tha : 
thing had palled there, but what mortal | 
was capable of perfo , .and Tyr arnus c0l 
have done himſelf : And fo the acquainted] 
Husband with her Suſpi Gan, ns -herenpolh iT 
cuſed Tyranms. Theanka rieſt confeſ] 
all ; {a the Lord knows w +5 a Scandal & 
gave to the Inhabitants ay Alexandria. 
' Thus the Wickedneſs, of. the Prieſts,” th 
Inſolence, and ſeveral Chances that had di nf 
vered their Cheats, and the Obſcurity, Uno 
tainty and Falſeneſs of their Anſwers would: 
laſt have quite ruined the Reputation of 'Q 
cles, and entirely aboliſhed them, even if 
theniſmn had not been come to a Period: .. 
the thing-hecame more unavoidable by the i 
dition of other Foreign. Reaſons : Such : a5! 
theRaillery of the Grecian Philoſophers; ;z ih 
the little Uſe the Romans had aliways of thei 
and laſt of all the Chriſtians utter Deteltatio 
of them, and putting a full End to them i 
Paganiſin together, El 


/ 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T Har Famons Powder, called rim | 
X um formerly prepared by the learns. 
| Rzver Phyſician ah to the French '$ 
© approved by moſt Perſons of Quality | 
Eioey for Preſerving and Beanti = 
the Face, even to Old Age ; It Cures red Faces 
"and takes: away all Heat, Pimples, Sun-burn 
nd Morphew ; in ſhort, it adds $ more Luſtre  - 
- and Beauty, than any Powder or Waſh known, 

-&s many Perſons of Quality can Teftifie, -who 
daily aſe if, with the greate Ap ppro obation : Ee 
-It is prepared only by F. #. DoQor in Phyſick, - - 
in Great Kz: roht-rider- -ſtreet, near Dottors-Com- 
* ons Gate, a Shell and Ball 6ver the Door ;, 
"where it: may be had for 25. 6d. the Paper | 
Loch Directions for the Uſe, © | 


ADVERTISEMENT, 


Here will ſpeedily be Publiſh'd the re-- 
-- maining part of Yoitwure's Familiar and - 
ry Letters, made Engliſh by the ſame - 
Hands, with ſeveral Original Letters never 
| 'y "pet publiſh'd, thoſe that are willing to oblige © 
| the Publick with any Letters are deſired to ſend - 
& *em DireRed for S. Briſcoe at the MoF-boy at 


the upper-end of Bow-ſtreet Covent-g Lords; ; who 


will incert *em in the next Volame, which will 
' de Corxe&ted and Publiſhed by Mr. Brown. 


